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“bends of Irdiians along the Auglaize snd Meumee rivere. They ware

ezpeéted to get important information. & few days

Ft. Wayne, one deta~hment « U & &y ok sing

."".'/:/'( e ‘ ' :
e - . wULDEN somy. Cow focadate
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The early h story of Paulding County is frevpit with romence, inter-

persed vl $ans. herdardra and . A P )
1th privationg, herdsiips und tregedy. The "ousty wilich comparatively new, iz not

L4

&s rish in sper £ pr ; : 18t
in sperimens of pre~histeris nature as are some Hf cur neiphbor ~nuntiss: vat
tiere are evide th i :
nces that the | liders i ] j ;
i » ound Buiiders once lived in our dark end dense forzeis,
That t-ere § :
1t 1 was a 2 npa~hictori~ dave v ‘ 1 j
time in rre-hictoriz dayz when hupe animals o” the now extinect apezimg
roamec the wilds of Paulding County, is veried by porticns of thier remains which sre
unesrthed from time to time. (First {oin: wes a tooth weishing 42 1lbs, on Flet Hosk
by & scn of John 0 1, May 12a1) ar Gour® 5 T i '
John Cazet May . Cur Sotaty 4s rien in Indian lore end tredition.

The lergest Indien Village eaver lowated in t*é County wae &t Cherloe beautif 1ly situsted

,.

Y | & ) 5 E
upon the left bLank of o= AUgiside oy 11 Rywwn .;.m,;“;l_(',, AT, wee Lesr Lhe cenler of

en Indian r.serve four miles square eu’ cnown &s Oquanoxas res~rextion,  51x hundred
l}

4 3 ) . . ) - . . B
Indiene lived here. until 1820 when the regservetion wae =-ld anc ilese Indlens, whizh

were ¢ th- Ottawa tribe took up their march toward the setting sun. There were severel

penerelly peeceable and

kind to the early white settlers except when they hed indulged tofreely in Tire weter.,

No Indian tregedies of particuler note o-~curred within the Tounty. Gereral Weyne In his

pursuit of the Indians passed through the ~ounty, following the streams. During ths

advance of this army ‘lhey ceme upon & party of trree Iniiens ebout one rile North of

Oakwood. Two of the Indians were shot and tre thir. t-<en prisoner from whom they

“ater 8 Pottawatomle Shisf wes capturd
’

near “herlce. ‘Wayne Yurrded on to Lstiguse Yraen cown ‘e sgumes pivor Lo F llen Timbers

where the Indisns were severely heaten. Then Wayn: retraced inis stepd and rerched to

- ur Flat rock Cr¥ek, camplng & few days on

shat we have known a&s the Nossoney farm, ehout & mile N. . of rsulding.

Bnio wag the first state to be sarved out of the great Northwért Territory,

1t was ecmitted into the Union in 1703, The Northwestern pert of Ohic in which

Paulding County is Yocated wes tha last rart of the g,ate to he organized and settled.
By an act of the State Legisleture Chio was aivided into counties in 1720, Paulding

Tre work being done by Llexender ant

County Ww&s divided jnto 12 townshirs the came YRaT .
Thﬂ‘ro]lowjng yeer the townships were diyvided into sections under the

sgmuel Hplmes. he ’ f
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+ -~ . niley, raild ng County was named in honor ¢ e “
rne ~f the cgotare of tro breve hut unforturate Ma‘cr . - .evelutionery fovs,

Fleture hangs in the Library.

The leumee river und the military roads, sut by Waynes Army, 1794, became the
routes &nd highway over whinh the first settlers came, Tre first settlers ple~t2d their
primitive homes along the banks of the streams. The mm first white settlement msde in
the County was in Auglaize Township near Junetion by Shadrsch Hudson ir 121G, TIgeac
Jerey.e son-in-lew of Mr, Hudson, csme a few ronths leter from Miami County bv the route
which wes opened to Defiance by Gen., Wayns. From Defiance he followed the Auzlaize River
to his location ome ra.. 7iie susl v. L& prESB.b wi.o. cve o OMUCL.wiie  wECH ind
farm on Jan 21, 1826, wes born Danisl Clark Carey, who hes the credit of being the first
white -chiid known to have been born within the limits o the county. The $-irleys came

in 1823 and the Rominis in 1825, all settling near the present sight of Junction.
' Settlements slong the haumee river begun ir 1”25 by the Hughes, Banks,
Applegetes, Gordons eznd oth?r5¢ The bMosg brithers, natives ol England were the first to
gettle on the banks of Blue Creekr and Thomas Wentworth, lrs. Orain, begsn the Flat
Rock Settlement nesr whore Payne is lo-ated.

These early settlers w2re men of integrity, hardy end brave, who un-complainly
cracked corn for food and chesed the besr, deer and th= other wild snimals for the same
purpose. Their hardships were many but their wants f=w, Their houses were Luilt of logs,

The

r

daubed with mua and runsheon floors, ciapboard roofs r.o! prscse- PEPBr Iul TLadoms.
Clothine of the first settlers was of the simplest homespun. A small patch of Tlax furnis
ed materials for bed tickin~ ant linen fur :hirts an' trousers. The wool was sarced, spun,
woven and feshioned into garments by the nirble fingers of the pioneersg wife and daughters,
The early settlers were b und togetter with a tie of friendship best shown in their log-
rollings, husking bees, house raisings anc tutchzring days. They settled in a mighty for-
est with no tools save an ax and maul. They had no nails, gless, plaster, lumber, brick
or anytring with which to b.ild a chelter for their familibs, save forest trres., They

lived in a covered wagon until huts © uld be erected. The ~oney questionj geve no troubls,

far trair cvatar of ev~hance recuirs: little cash monev. Th= hor furnighiggs # - mere

=3
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o wmr ot it in their covered wagon, which was often drawn by oxen with 8

cow tied behind, 4 “aw ~Lisiena p-d rossible a hog {n -rute: cste ad to the cutside of

the wagon wes no unzommon sight,

* In 1785 & ploneers sesociation was organized in the ~ounty. They held annual

meetings whi~h were largely attended. Their programs consisted of addrasses, songs, rioneer

/Papers, talks by old settlers, a sumptuout repast and a gensral hand shaking. { I have
K ’fhad the privilege of attending some of these meetings, The impression made on me by these
{}“ meetings will never be forgotten.. I cen still ges in my mind eye som: of the old men,
fﬂ‘ sometimes leaning on his ~ane for su port re-ite his early experiences of shortages of food,
toil, privations uno heraships, stiil ne wes not torgetful oi inre joys, friendsni:rs and
\\\ amusin~ incidnets of his pioneer life,)
w/ The first “lour mill was built at Junction in 1865, It was run b water power,
the water being furnished from the Miami Canal, |

" The first saw mill was built. by Wm, Daggett in 1841, It was situated ebout

1 mile north of Junction and received its power from the canal. This mill was operated for

40 years.
P The first school was taught by A. C., Adams in 1840, It was‘gﬁiog cabln, with
clapboard roof, puncheon floor seats mede of split logs, and had a sti ';#;imney. In 1854

3 A
a school house was built in,Junctiqn. The first post office was estaﬁﬁﬁ%hed in 1842 at

Junction, the second at Arthur:/ The first sermon was pr2aczhed by Solomon Biggs.a Hethodist
..__; — ” - -
Minigter, in the home of John Mason, 4n orgenization wes effe~ted in 1849, and & Sunday
\

Sbéhoel was soon organized. .
Junction as & village was laid out in 1842 by John Mason snd Nathan Shirley.
It i1s situated at the Junetion of ths Wabash and Erie and the Miami cansls. In the early
days canals were the greét thoroughfares of commerce and the Junction of these canals gave
the new village e flattering prospect. Deily, lines o canal boats, dramn by mules, werse
established and hany passengers were transferred at this place. This gave & nrosperous
business for hotels of whjch there were 3. Four dry good end grocery stores, 3 warehouses

for th storage of Grain, and 6 saloons, as well as meny homes,

2, - In Bpown Township we find Ft. Brown, which was a small stockade that Qas
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‘duilt
v 1812,

ot the Sonfluance of the Big Auglaise and little Auglaize rivers in the ysar of
It was occupied for a short time by a detachment of Gen, Harrison's Army under
the commmnd of Col, Grown, The firet steam saw mill in the county was erscted in 1852 lt
Charlos by Dwight G. Blakesles. The first postoffice in Brows Tewnship was at Ft, Broms,
It was on a ster route from Pigua to Defiance and the meil was carried on horseback once
e week, |

The opening of the Miami Canal changed the Mail route and post offices were
established at Charlos, Oakwood,and Melrose.

75 In 1837 Robert Barnbill cut & winding road up the banks of Blus Creek and
became the firet settler of the Tommshir. Twe yowrs later ho was jolined by Rok, lakes,
James Cunninghmm.and Daniel Traul, This aetﬁomnt was in the heart of a dense forest,
ten miles from any otber settlement, They had to depend upon the fruits of the chase
for subsistence untii their farms could be cleared and food grown, Geoi Hakes was _thc
first white child born in ‘bhe“"mtleme-nt. Leter Dague, Folmer and Scott becams milling -
town, Benton Twp, received its first settlers in 1839 among the early settlers were the .

Bglls, Nortbups, Mallots, Sugars, Brown and others.

4 The village of Payne which is in both Benton and Harrison Twp, was first .

_called Mgllottville, named f:om a Mr. Mallott who owned the first store in that comme

’ unity, later it was called Puckerbrush, The name Payne was given to $he postoffice .

| after the coming of the iiokolplate Railroad.,

% - - Gerryall townehip was the second tomnship organized in the Gounty and was
the most flowiohingxand populous. It derived its name from a large rogk in the

Naumes river, just above Antwerp, which was shaped like a bost used by the French wey- .

T T T = ¥ =y =

‘ agers on the river. They called their boats a carryall, James Hinton was the f#ﬁ_ ot
‘ sottler in Carryall Township, in 1827, Among other early settlers of this%ll ;rero‘ .
t,&‘lmlcgatea, Banks, Hughes, Murpheys, Graves, Pococks, and Snooks. Carryall Twitp.
was the firet to plant orchards, and mny of the trees grew from seed furnished by
"Johnny Appleseed”.
MZ( | .~~~ In Paulding Township the first settlement was made in 1842, Among the £}
arly settlers are the well known names of Kimmell, Fisher, Shafer, Barnhouse, l!erohant, ;

Savage, Lntty, Fpench, Barnes, Gregory & Hnrdosty. 4 grist mill was built at what is

revou .
i L e,
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' 3 Iu Rochester. The only term of court held thers was in a room over Gen. H,

R T —— L M B B e T e “
1Qw the South end of Main St |

1n Paulding iy, 1855, Portiong

of the old dam nay m b.
D the Twap, was at hnlding

villuge in the Gounty. It was aituntld on the
South benk of the Maumes n1
\

River ap
o er about one milc north of where Cooll now standa, -
red 30 or 40 fanilies, ¥ ,It was on g deily stage 1ine leeding from !‘olodo to )‘t. "m
Fr
om here the County geat was moved 10 Charlos in 1841, Charloe wes lud out for the
e \
p@iﬁa. of being a county seat A1 was p_l_O_a_g__t_Jl located on a commling bluff of ﬂa

Auglaize River, Charloe received its .name from an Indign chief
four or 500 poople.
grand and piqtmsqne,

known as Chl.rloe Patorc

Its location was a beaut iful ome, ite tature} nm
but like New Rocheater

It was a town of
\‘—"—n-..g

when deprived of its county seet, its
ver ‘to rise agsin,

Paulding the third and pregent county seat was hid out by George Marsh in
—_— e ge ¥arsh in

2850, IQ'L\ T8 the county sest in 1851, Tt was infne midst of & heavy forest, withowt
ronda s Bave u fow winding wegon tracks,

The. uild deer and bear roamed its uncleared xtruta

lnd wolvn howled in its thicket covered alleys. Many of the County officers lived 11: lo¢

N\ huts and tha first jail was _made

of logs. The town made but little advancement for 30’3?!.
\

\fn 1880 its population was 483, Stimulated by the building of the Mackinaw .'railroad ind
A

he erectidn of several factoriu it made rapid strides until ite population reaehedm

thambouta to remein., There were no county buildihgs erected at the first county mt

X, Curtis
ktoro. County offieu were in private builldings. md%m'ﬁhom erected by
"B, F. Bollister at his own expemse which he had agresd to do,providing thoy might secure
’ the oounty seat, The bullding was neat for those deys, being about 30 x 40 feet, and tw

lt"ﬂu high, Tt wes built of brick with a stone foundation, It was the property of ﬁho
’c:mnty only as long as the seat temBanbiingmhhensidrmewrhrhense remained at Charlece,- i
After the removal of the county seat to Paulding the old cowrt house at Charlos becase o
every body's property and nobody's property. The court room was used for all kinds ot ’;'
“public gatheringe, The offices used for ro{nidoncas, for anyone who chose to move in,

W
Peuldings first court house was built in 1852, It WW
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offices below and & court roo

T TR TR LS I ,'w e e N 7—
5 . It was & homely affal st
y an outside stairway on the rear., It burned in lﬂﬁg*with gugng thef_cirt room reached
8 4575, ¥ was replaced by a one s¥ory frame bulliing 101 10 Tb. 1n size end semterr,
only a cour B A v : : « in size end 2o
6Tf§o . TO > Jury TODmE A Y story brick bullding was erected for tge :g::AIned
Rabinfit for use &hd & new égﬂxzd 230 purpose for only a few years when it was condennoz‘
ouse was serured by thie circulation of a peti asxi
:?‘ z;?t‘ legislature to gzlgf the co:mfsaionors privilege to sell bonds ggpﬁﬁgtion goiciag
$.0,000 for—the—erection of a cour _house, Tiopetition was presented to the S
gzgisiztureng gggi ig:npi; Gezer,dwgo was oui representative from the PauldingeDe;::;c.
. sed and became a law that same year.1886. A committe ]
:;:ezgi‘:cu::y seats: inspected their court houses and finally decided to build o;ovi:i:;d
n Michigan Court House as a model. The laying of the corner stone for the new _

2 g cuse was a gala day for Pauld: Wigh_gggat pomp and cererony, attended by a largse

Wit ore T womep from and_country, the corner stone was laid Dec,2I, THEES.
ne is a copper mmEmammpkonmumammh box conteining & copy of the Holy Laws *

Lists of the. county and villege officers, members of the. bar association, several pieces

e S,

of coins, names of the Peulding school board, a silver masonic s Sopies of ¢l

g - quere, Jopies the
Paulding Democrat, Paulding Gazette end Antwerp Argus. The building was completed and
eccepted by the Commissioners hay .s 1888, at a tota. scsl ol CUllding-endfurnishings—

42,524.29. J
Psulding County's first #ail was a small brick building erected at Charloe in

1?42. This jail was seldom ever occupied during these eafly pioneer days. The 2nd. jail
wag built on the south east corner of the court yard in Paulding. It was a log building
made with double walls and some of the cells were lined with heave plates of sheet iron.
In gpite of the extra precéutions, escapes from jail were frequent. A new and modern
jail was erected in 1876, ( Our present jail) First 2 sheriffs were appointed, Andrew
Smith and Ephiam Burwell, A county home for our homeless was esteblished at an early
date, a log structure, ( a more modern building was erested in 1#84) present location.
The first Rep: in our Stete Legislature was Hon. John W. Ayres. The

first Sﬁate Sonator from the County was Hon. P, W, Hardesty. ( seven or eight countied

in Senatorial dist.)
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opperative, the nide of travel wae on foot or on horseboe  undthe meung of frhwbporﬁbﬁ

goods and produ~e wes y flat boats on the rivers. The roads were o:fe- 'spassible yet
the fight against railroed and improved highways were attarly fought %y many of the
early eettlers,

Although the county was rew andg herdsripe gre= A oing . 9we -t haedless

to the c&ll to arms when the couhtry we: stirred by ‘e Pal) of Ft. Surpter in 1R61. 1t
arousec tha pulse j’ the plonesr whose pulse beat in unison with that of “he patriotic
North, & company known as Co. G. was organized to become a rart of t?e 14tk regiment of
Ohio's volunteer infentry., It was recruited from all parts of the c.unty, with headquarte:
at Antwerp. The commissioned oflizers were John 5. Snock, =~t. Alfred M. Russell, let,
lieut. and John Ceoresor, 2nd. Lieut. All through the war Pau!A‘ng Co. wes not lacking
in its patriotiem anc willingness to do its part in preserving the union,

In the spring of 18B7 armed troops were sent into the sounty to quell a so-
called Lewless Mob who felt that the reservoir which surplied the Wabash & Erie Canal
with water hed serve. its ﬁurpose, and in en effort to get rid of the so0 called menace,
when the State Legisleture rafused tc grants its sbandonment, bocdies of men procedded to
blow up the banks and allow the escare of the water. £ bend of about 200 men masked ;
psrched on the guards, captured them and proceeded to dyramite and dig trenches through
the banks which would allow it to drain, april 25, 1977, locks were bturred and the keeperi

hcuse burned, érmed Reinforcements arrived and a rnamp of Gusrds were astablished. This

in 18% 1 * was 80l4 '~ 2 few months to the Hon, A, S. Latiy wio nemed wis ;aper the
Democrat, ssAfter two ,ﬂara this peper was sold to J. L. Baker sua vecame the Republican.,
=T ey

.can lived a year. The equipment was bought by szra J. Smith, who begun pube
lishing the Eagle. In 1859 the Eggle folded its pinions &nd sank to rest, The stock was
purchased by 3. R. _own who published its valedictory number four years later. Next
came the Paulding Press which was socn nared the Kural Chioan, Then came the Flain
Dealer published by Wesley A. Sevage June 30, 1870, The Plain Lealer's obitusry appeared
3 yress later. In 1869 Hon, Joseph Cable begun publishing the Review in Antwery. He

mmemd ki~ antawrmiaa tn Pauld‘no. Three vears later he sola out to Hammond & DeWitt
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«Camp was nared cex -5 ,
P uynamite. Order meS REstRED, A &pntig gun Whieh WhS 1w PossEssion

of the guards ett:ucted nuch attention. Hostilities cemssa and the camp becams a resort

for sight seers. Troops were soon recaissc ana Gov, Foraker visited the scene of the r
ecen
troubLe fH»‘.d REGMMEM#J tha ahandonment of the reservoir which he said was Just cause
or

grievances.

¢ The gﬁﬂ,/ Churthes were sarved by circuit riders the first of whor was
Rev. E. 7, Gavitt, meeting were helo!\ ‘n the homaeg or s~hrel hovzes,

The fir‘st'doctor known Lo Re .n the Gounty WASDr. Riehard All4son who
accompanied Gen. Wayne in his memorable march through the county. Some of our pioneer
Dhveir~iere waTa U™, Jonr KIngray of Rrown iowsnships uUr. rcoval Be. wwoper of Charloe,

Dr. “darcellus of Junction and Dr. Wood~ock  Antwerp. Dr, Kiéngrey wes & farmer; and
shoemsker as WELL a3 a,pm/tb'i e14V. The following entry on his buok 2ay be of interét.
Dec, rth. A. D. 1845,
Making oe= sr, of shoes A2%¢ To medicel attention $1.00
To 1 bu. of turnips. 10 1¢ ' Total 1.97%
To 1 tu. of potatoes 208 :

. Dr. H. M. Ayers located at Charloe in the early sixtlies, was thoroughly
educafjed in the profession .and begen a reform in medicine, He was & medical graduate.
He later became a partner with his daughter Dr. Lillie Ayses who was a graduate of the
Cincinnati Medical college. Lillie Ayres married D.. llartin, her home remasins in Paulding

" Firet newsepaT in Goun.ty was the age of Progress published by P. W. Hardesty
in 1%%3, Tt was 80ld in a few months to the Hon, A: S. Latty who named nis paper the
Deulg_gz:gt,. After two ,ea.rs thie peper was s80ld to J. D. Baker and becahe the Republican.
The Republican lived a year. The equipment was bought by Bzra J. Smith, who begun pube
1ishing the Eagle. In 1859 the Eagle folded its pinions end sank ta‘rest. g The stock was
purchased by S. R. B own who published its valedictory number four ye ars later. Next
came the Pauld.’mg Press which was socn named the Rural Ohioan. Then came the Plain
Dealer published by Wesley A, Sevage June 30, 1870, The Flein Dealer's obituary appearod
3 yreas later. In 18¢ Hon. Joseph Cable bggun publishing the Review in Antwerp. He .
movea hig enterprise 1o Paulding. 'rhrge yaare later he sold out to Hammond & DaWitt

rs.,:
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who published the Journal, - Two years later *h« cuknul Lo o propese o Ma, foth
wWhe Feuwdmd (we Frwsent Democrat (% por,

Mhat 15 wow the Vuutd i Ve Keoaoaootn fe. Feancted . Aniwerp, april 1046 by
Mill b, Usborn, t was ~allad the 5, zette, I% too hed meny owners and put.ichers,
Vv, Durfey heing the owner who ~herce’ the name to the Fe .iing Jo, "avublicen. ¥r. Durfey
souv the papeR te r. o, i, Ross, the presant bUbliﬂher arout 1260, I* wes la’er sold to
Reg 7 7ar and tnen in 194; @opacr date #tth tha Fe""ol”rﬂ’ gaper  xliss “hs Paulding

Frogress.

The first underteker in the ~sounty w7aeg «T. Schilb. Ye ws= [2wted st Antwerp,

Rebes 105 deava IS Senlib contwumd The {uzaebo, e fean' v orst suicn wlsrtaker

in the stste,

Pawldtng ncw has & willion. doll ser sozper ped j:a,ﬁt)v-‘kf'& "erregis Library &nd

tas sn urdgbe “s*e high~ scheok Gpd oudifemiim,. The Nea * +~ ~ yvargirs oa the old

buildins "~ approximstal+ 2L , W0

ievlding erchente ere roeressive wnd woio detz,

Pculd ' ng ie we'l nhur~hed. There are £ ~hur-ies for wahite snd 2 for ~olored
pec e, There iv &n ,‘.rn.v:ry., in whiah the lationsl Suv:rds are drilled snd trained,
i 'he main :trec‘e sre elther pavea or nhard curfaced. Heing lorsted in & 7Rch Terming
sompuntty 1t su po - 7 mocern Cayeters “or hendtine grain, . erist -0, -2t a seed stor
ihet coes forei&‘n‘shir.ping, us w... ue ~prine for hore nesda.

Paul Bichlfng « fpemer’ \wing west of the toen dgAgped a8 variety of

hybrid gorn ert b 8% widywa ror c:mjv natjofseh ..o foo sl Reeogn.ticn,
i . -
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