SOMETHING OLD,
SOMETHING NEW

John Paulding
Historical Society
members — you are the
first to officially know
we are in the process of
changing our name!

We will be known as
PAULDING COUNTY

HISTORY MUSEUM.
It’s a trademark or
“doing business as”
name. We are retaining
the legal name John
Paulding Historical
Society Inc., which we
have used since the
organization started in
1977.

Why the change?

The new name rein-
forces our identity as
being located in Paul-
ding County. Hopefully
it will eliminate confu-

sion over the association

with Revolutionary War
hero John Paulding, for
whom our county was

See Name on Page 7
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“Let’s Trim the Tree!” is the theme for the will post schedule updates on our Facebook

annual Festival of Trees. The dates will be

Friday, Nov. 8 through Saturday, Nov. 16.
The festival committee, led by co-
chairmen Michelle

page.
Every Day of the Festival, you can explore
nearly 30,000 square feet of holiday trees
and decorations in

Stanford and three buildings,
Elizabeth Miller, including
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students. We oty el g B Friday, Nov. 8,
always appreciate ) : —~ will be the official
their help. Festival opening!
Museum Hours are 4-8 p.m.

volunteers started
unboxing all the decorations Sept. 24.

Remember, admission is free! Donations
are greatly appreciated, so please give
generously.

The Festival will be open daily
throughout the entire nine days. Meals,
entertainment and special activities are
planned for almost every day.

All meals are by free-will donation.

The schedule is still being finalized, so
dates and times are subject to change. We

The Paulding
County Senior Center is sponsoring the
pasta bake dinner.

Saturday, Nov. 9, is Kids’ Day. Hours are
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Events include a bake sale,
Chris Bercaw making balloons for the kids
and a visit from Santa from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Museum volunteers will serve a lunch
featuring grilled hamburgers and hot dogs.
For supper, the Bargain Bin will serve up a
baked potato bar starting at 4:30 p.m.

See Festival on Page 2


http://facebook.com/jphsmuseum

Festival
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Sunday, Nov. 10, begins
with a brunch from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. Enjoy the Divine Mer-
cy kids and adult choirs
starting at 1 p.m. The Festi-
val will be open until 4 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 11, hours
will be 4-8 p.m. At 5:30
p-m., Lori Sponseller
presents a craft night.
Reservations will be re-
quired; watch for details.

Friday, Nov. 15, hours are
4-8 p.m. Enjoy our Heavenly
Dessert Bar from 4-7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 16, is the
final day of the Festival!
Hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Walking tacos will be on the
menu for lunch. This will be
the last chance to bid on the
silent auction or enter the
annual OSU raffle! The raf-
fle winner will be drawn at 2

Tuesday, Nov. 12 hours  p.m.
are 10 a.m.-8 p.m. A pasta The always-popular OSU
dinner will be served start-  Raffle sponsored by the
ing at 4 p.m. The Paulding Weidenhamer/Borkosky

High School Jazz Band per-
forms starting at 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 13, the
museum will be open 4-8
p.m. It’s Ugly Sweater Night!
A barbecue pork sandwich
dinner will be served, fol-
lowed by the popular St.
Paul Lutheran Bell Choir
perform at 7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 14, hours
will be 4-8 p.m. Come for a
chili and soup supper, then
stay to hear the Wayne Trace
High School Band at 5 p.m.
and the Antwerp Communi-
ty Band at 7 p.m.

families will again take
place. Don’t forget to buy
your tickets during the Fes-
tival!

Another feature continues
to be our Memory Tree.
Remember loved ones by
adding their names to the
tree, located near the dining
room. Look for the stately
evergreen on the rotating
base!

Place a bid on one of the
exciting items in our Silent
Auction! Last year, 80 items
went to the highest bidders.
Please consider donating

Paulding FFA students and museum volunteers move Christmas
trees from storage in preparation of the Festival of Trees.

something this year.
Remember to vote for
your favorite tree! Be sure to
look for the jar under each
tree and “vote” with your
coins, dollars or even
checks. The tree that col-
lects the most money wins a
prize. We also will give a
prize for the tree that best
follows this year’s theme.
Browse our Country Store
for some unique gift ideas.
Also planned are the chil-
dren’s Mouse Hunt, a photo

booth location for family
photos, and the opportunity
to sign Christmas cards for
U.S. servicemen and women!

We hope to see you in No-
vember! For any questions,
call the museum at 419-399-
8218 on Tuesdays, leave a
message at 419-399-8218, or
email jphs45879@yahoo.-
com.

Watch for more details
and updates on our Face-
book page facebook.com/
jphsmuseum.

Canal scoop used to build canals

attention and photographs. It This rare canal scoop, used for moving dirt before the
is now prominently featured days of heavy equipment, is on display at the museum. It

JPHS OFFICERS
President Melinda Krick
Vice-President Kim Sutton
Secretary Eileen
Kochensparger
Co-Treasurers Patti Boundy
Kim Sutton The star of our August
canal tour was an original
canal scoop, found buried in
DIRECTORS the Miamipé( Erie Canal in
Auglaize Angig Pollock our county. The scoop is
Blufecr;z(e)ﬁ I\D/[eerllr\;;shisteznderson crafted o'f thick oak rein—.
Brown Sue LaFountain forced with hand-forged iron.
Carryall Dan Wilder The scoop probably was
Crane Mike Bevis pulled by a mule or oxen and
Emerald Jane Stouffer removed dirt while building
Harrison Gene Olwin and maintaining the canal.
Jackson Guy Dasher The rare artifact drew a lot of
Latty Roger Flint
Paulding Elizabeth Miller
Washington John Pier in our canal display case.

was found buried in the Miami & Erie Canal in the county.

PAGE 2

QcTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2024



Canal fans attend tour

The museum was honored to host
the Canal Society of Indiana (CSI) for
its fall tour on Saturday, Aug. 17. The
theme was “Towpath & Warpath,” fol-
lowing the Wabash & Erie Canal from
Antwerp to Junction.

Speakers were John Nemcik, Defi-
ance Section supervisor of the Buckeye
Trail Association, and Jerett Godeke, a
director of both the canal society and
the museum and author of The Reser-
voir War.

Godeke created a comprehensive 34-
page tour booklet outlining the tour
driving route and points of interest on
both the Miami & Erie and Wabash &
Erie canals in the county. Sights in-
cluded a railroad bridge over the canal,
Antwerp’s canal prism, Six Mile Reser-
voir, Paulding Furnace, Junction, Little
Flat Rock Creek Culvert and Viall’s
Lock.

Guests in attendance included Mike
Morthorst and Dave Gschwind from
the Canal Society of Ohio.

“The Canal Society 2024 Fall Tour of
Paulding County was a great success
with about 55 people in attendance,”
according to Bob Schmidt, CSI presi-
dent. “Thanks to Jerett Godeke and
Melinda Krick for providing the facility
and tour of the county's canal sites.

The tour booklet Jerett created is now
online at our website

indcanal.org. Go to Wabash & Erie
Canal or directly to Paulding County
Ohio under tour guides. There you will
find the tour routes, photos of the
structures and signage that has just
been placed along the canal.”

The museum, in conjunction with
the Paulding County Engineer’s Of-
fice, created road signs to mark the
county’s eight canal lock locations.
The engineer’s office installed the
signs in time for the tour.

The signs mark six lock sites on the
Wabash & Erie Canal, starting west of
Antwerp following along County Road
180 (Canal Road) to Junction, plus two
locks on the Miami & Erie Canal south
of Junction.

Museum members Jerett Godeke,
Jane Nice and Melinda Krick also
worked on the sign project, which was
funded through the museum using
wind turbine mitigation funds.

Sincere thanks go to the engineer’s
office and Brian Santo for creating and
installing the signs.

Those in attendance received a mu-
seum “swag bag” containing items do-
nated by several organizations and
businesses. We appreciate your dona-

Canal tour attendees received a museum swag bag as they signed in.

................

Eight road signs marking locations of
former canal locks were installed in time

for the canal tour in August. The Doering
Lock was near Antwerp.

The tour includ
the Miami & Erie and Wabash & Erie

et b

o 1 s Aty
ed a stop at the junction of

canals in Junction. An Ohio Historical
Marker commemorates the location.

tions for our visitors.

Door prize winners were Joe Morisy,

Larry Smith, Ed Powers, Marty Keck
and Dave Gschwind.

Pl d g
Defiance Section .

> |

John Nemcik from the Buckeye Trail Asso-

ciation was a guest speaker at the canal

tour program prior to the self-guided dri-
ving tour.
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‘Around the
Square’ on
Movie Night

Black Swamp Arbor, Gleaner Life
Insurance sponsored our third annual
“Movie Night at the Museum” on Aug.
6. The public was invited to watch a
new video, “Downtown Paulding: Then
& Now.”

This year’s presentation is a new
video inspired by the recent designa-
tion of the Paulding Downtown His-
toric District by the National Park Ser-
vice. Museum president Melinda Krick
assembled the video, using more than
100 images of buildings and store-
fronts from the 1880s to today. The
audience was encouraged to reminisce
and share information about their fa-
vorite places “Around the Square” and
beyond.

Thank you to everyone who attend-
ed and for your generous free-will do-
nations. All proceeds benefit the mu-
seum. Thanks also to the Black Swamp
Arbor Gleaners for sponsoring this
special evening and providing the pop-
corn!

| L . -
The Black Swamp Arbor Gleaners prepare

popcorn for “Movie Night at the Museum”
in August.

Museum volunteers serve guests at the annual Chicken BBQ in August.

CHICKEN

Our Chicken BBQ on Saturday,
Aug. 3, went well again this year.

Chairman Angie Pollock said
thanks go to members who helped
serve, donated food items, gave
monetary donations and purchased
BBOQ dinner tickets.

Thanks also to Andy’s Knockout
Chicken for cooking the delicious
chicken and to Eileen Kochensparger
for loaning us her giant rooster for
the window display on the west side
of the square.

Everyone’s support was greatly ap-
preciated. This event is an important
fundraiser for museum operations.
Next year’s Chicken BBQ will be the
first Saturday in August.

CALL OR VISIT THE MUSEUM ON TUESDA
10AM-4PM
600 FAIRGROUND DRIVE, PAULDING + 419-399-8218

L\ ' |
Andy’'s Knockout Chicken barbecued
tasty chicken halves served at the annual
fundraiser.

Remember to check our window
display at Village Apothecary for up-
coming museum events and to see
selected artifacts from our collection!

S FROM
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Truck show draws 124 vehicles

The museum held its 23rd annual
ATHS Vintage Truck Show on Sunday;,
Sept. 22. Hundreds of

people admired the engaging
display of antique trucks and
special interest vehicles.

Filling the grounds were 124
vehicles from Michigan, Indi-
ana and Ohio. The oldest truck
was a 1912 Chase Model D
from Defiance. The one that
traveled the farthest distance
was a 1970 Diamond Rio from
Niles, Mich.

We served 154 lunches in our

Sponsors and supporters included
Al-Co

= Ewm e

dining room.

A special thanks goes to "Team
Kauser" at Kauser Trucking for orga-
nizing another successful event! We
also appreciate everyone who brought
their vehicle for the day. There was
something for everyone to see and
enjoy.

We thank each of the sponsors,
donors, volunteers and servers who
helped make the truck show possible.
All proceeds go to the museum.

Products, AMC Transportation,
Antwerp Exchange Bank, American
Truck Historical Society, Auburn Her-
itage Truck Club, Bashore Reineck
Stoller & Waterman, Baughman Tile
Co., Ben Kauser Excavating, Best One
Tire & Service, Boeke & Sons, Bryan
Auto Value Auto Parts, C&M Vinyl
Graphics, CMR Wholesale, Don Organ,
Double A Trailers, East Trailer Manu-
facturing, Flat Rock Creek Fall Festi-

val, Harvest Farm Manage-
ment, H.E. Orr Company,
Sam and JoEllen Hornish,
Innovative Assembly Services
Inc., J&L Trailer, John Paul-
ding Historical Society, Kauser
| Trucking Service, Koester’s
Body Shop, Les and Sandy
Lemieux, Tom and LeAnn
Matthews, Modern Mechani-
cal, NAPA Do-It-Best, National
0Oil, NATMUS, North Dixie
Truck & Trailer, Paulding
ACE Hardware, Paulding
County Hospital, Paulding
Eagles, Porter’s Fuel & Lubri-
cants, Sielking International, Signa-
ture Embroidery, Spangler
Candy Company, State Bank of
Paulding, Stoneco, Stykemain
Chevrolet Buick, Styles Unlimited,
Truland Equipment, Victor’s Sunoco,
Vomac Truck Sales & Service and
West Bend Printing & Publishing.
Next year’s Vintage Truck Show is
tentatively set for Sunday, Sept. 21,
2025.

“J/lis{or*ci ecaee ke il l')is{or'ci dhen you are ]iding {lﬁr’ouglﬁ it.”

- John W. Gardnetr
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THE BUTTON BOX

By Eileen Kochensparger

Button button, who has the button?
I can remember my mother having a
large collection of buttons. Buttons
came in all shapes, sizes and colors. A
piece of clothing was not destroyed
until the buttons were cut off.

When a new garment
was made and needed
buttons, the button
box would be brought out
and the search would
begin.

Oh, and if by chance the
button box was acciden-
tally spilled, buttons
flew all over the
place and it was a
great way to pass
the time reminiscing
what each button
might have been on.
Mothers would even
give their children a
string and let them pass
the time away by
stringing buttons to-
gether.

If by chance a pattern
called for a button .
covered in matching  [{l =
fabric, the seamstress § :
could purchase a two- TS
piece button kit. A
piece of fabric would
be cut in a circle, then
a running stitch sewn
around the edge. The
seamstress would pull
the thread tightly around
the button cover while carefully
adding the bottom piece, which had
teeth around the edge, snap the pieces
together and a button would magically

appear!

At last year’s wedding gown event,
we had vintage wedding dresses that
had numerous buttons that went from
the neckline past the waistline, on the
cuffs and around the collars. Original-
ly, clothing buttons sometimes were
difficult to button and unbutton, so a
button hook was invented. We have a
couple of those at the museum.

For some people, button collecting
began as a hobby. The 1930s, during
the Depression Era, collecting buttons
became very popular. At one time,
there was a theory that if a girl col-
lected 992 buttons, she would find her

true love.

In 1938, the National Button
Society was formed. At one time it
boasted of 16,000 members. The so-

ciety even had a magazine for the
novice button collector as well as the
experienced. Competition was great
and vendors were collecting buttons
and trading in all of the states.

As the knowledge increased on the
collection of buttons, hobbyists ven-
tured to Europe searching for buttons
from the 18th and 19th centuries. By
1950, button collecting was wide-
spread.

If you happen to be in JoAnn’s or
Hobby Lobby, check out the button
display. You can find Mickey and
Minnie, little yellow ducks, polka
dots, stripes, Winnie the Pooh and a
variety of others.

Buttons are the third largest col-
lectibles, third only to stamp and coin
collecting.

So, the next time you choose to
throw away a piece of clothing that
has buttons, why not start a button
box?

Students - $10

Life - $150 per person

Be sure to keep your membership
active for 2025! See the last page of
this newsletter for an enrollment
form. The museum will close for win-

Dues Reminder

2024 is approaching year’s end. Are
your membership dues up to date?
Current annual memberships will
expire Dec. 31.

Dues are:
Individual - $20 ter starting Dec. 11 and will reopen
Family - $35 Feb. 18, 2025.

A WisH qisT

The museum welcomes donations
of interesting Paulding County arti-
facts, memorabilia and ephemera. To
donate (or to allow the museum to
photocopy or photograph items for
our files), please email us at jph-
s45879@yahoo.com or stop by the
museum on Tuesdays.

Occasionally, as we develop and
reorganize exhibits, we find our col-
lection is lacking in certain areas. We
are in search of:

e [tems pertaining to Crane Town-
ship, Cecil and New Rochester, in
time for the township bicentennial in
2025

« Sports uniforms, jackets,
sweaters, patches/letters, cheerleader
uniforms and paraphernalia, etc.,
from the county’s former high
schools — Broughton, Grover Hill,
Haviland, Latty, Melrose, Oakwood,
Payne, Scott, Haviland-Scott, Blue
Creek, Antwerp when it had the col-
ors black and orange, plus St. John
School of Payne

» Home movies (8mm or 16mm)
and VHS tapes of local events, such
as the county fair, community cele-
brations, parades, fires, pageants,
recreational activities, races, aerial
views and other interesting subjects.
We can have these digitized and re-
turned to you.

« Clyde Burt pottery

» Sonny Bashore carvings and art
work

» Dan Stouffer paintings

« Paintings and artwork by local
artists who were active in the 1950s
and 1960

» Any and all canal items related
to Paulding County

« [tems pertaining to Native
Americans of Paulding County, such
as photographs, sketches, family his-
tories, personal items, maps, docu-
ments, etc.

» Event advertising posters, for
fairs, rodeos, concerts, carnivals, etc.
« Delco-Light system, early 20th
century, a generator with battery to
provide electric lights and power to
farmers and rural residences, before

the rural electrification program.
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Awards and grants and markers, oh my!

So many exciting things have been
happening at the museum since July,
we hardly know where to start!

This spring, museum president
Melinda Krick prepared an Ohio His-
torical Marker application for New
Rochester, a pioneer settle-
ment and port on the busy
Maumee River that be-
came Paulding County’s
first county seat. The
state has awarded this
marker to our county!

The marker, only the sixth in
the county, will be installed at the Park
District’s New Rochester Park at the
site of the former village. Hopefully, it
will be dedicated during the Crane
Township Bicentennial in August 2025.

The marker will be funded by the
Crane Township Trustees, Paulding
County Park District and the Paulding
County Chapter of the Ohio Genealog-
ical Society.

New Name

~ OHIO

—

HISTORICAL %§
MARKER

Also this summer, the museum re-
ceived notice it was awarded Ohio Fa-
cilities Construction Commission
grant funding to upgrade our electri-
cal systems, which has not been im-
proved since the first building opened

in 1984.

We are extremely grateful
BN to the Paulding County Com-
missioners and State Rep. Roy
Klopfenstein for helping to
secure this grant. Plans call
for the work to be done while the

museum is closed this winter.

The Paulding County Economic
Development board visited the muse-
um to hold a meeting in our facilities.
We were glad to welcome them. We
extend the same invitation to other
organizations. Other groups such as
the Paulding Kiwanis and Bargain Bin
already have visited. Contact us for
more information.

Also, our dining room/kitchen area

is available to rent for parties, class
reunions, baby showers and other
events.

Paulding Area Chamber of Com-
merce presented the museum with a
Golden Shovel Award at the cham-
ber’s annual banquet in September.
The award recognized the museum for
infrastructure investment through
paving the parking areas around our
three buildings. The paving project
was made possible by several bequests,
notably from the late Tom Rulman.

Speaking of the chamber, have you
heard about its exciting Paulding
County-opoly project? The chamber
has created a customized version of
the beloved Monopoly game, featuring
local organizations and businesses.
The museum is included among the
lots around the board! The games
should be available for purchase in
time for Christmas. Watch for updates
in the coming weeks.

Continued from Page 1

named. He died in New York two years
before our county was organized — he
never set foot in Ohio, and he never
owned land here!

Also, we hope the new name better
conveys our purpose. We aren’t simply
a social group or club; we are an im-
portant community resource whose
mission is “Preserving the Past For
Future Generations.”

And did you know that John Pauld-
ing Historical Society was not the
group’s first choice for a name?!

Although our organization is nearly
50 years old and our museum celebrat-
ed its 40th birthday this year, we con-
tinue to grow and improve, thanks to
our amazing volunteers and public
support. We are excited about becom-
ing the Paulding County History Mu-
seum as we look to the future.

The name change is an important
first before launching new initiatives,
such as a logo, branded merchandise
and a website.

THE LOGO
The new museum logo is being offi-

cially unveiled here. Some of you may
have noticed it on volunteer T-shirts at
the truck show in September! The
logo, designed by museum president
Melinda Krick, is a circular design of
dark green and cream. The center con-
tains four icons:

* A tree, representing the timber
that had to be cleared
from the Black
Swamp, and the
source of the
county’s first
industries.

» An arrowhead
for the Native
Americans who
hunted, fished and
lived here.

* A canal boat for
the two canals that
helped open up
the county for set-
tlement and export of timber
products and commodities.

» An old windmill, representing the
county’s enduring agricultural heritage

that emerged after the Black Swamp
was drained.

Behind the icons, the background is
tree rings, again representing the trees
as well as the passage of time.

An arrowhead from the museum’s
collection was used for the emblem in
the logo. The tree is based on one
growing at New Rochester Park, site of
our first county seat.

MERCHANDISE

The museum currently
has some dark green
T-shirts with the
logo printed in

white. Orders are be-
ing taken for other
sizes and styles (long-
sleeve Tees, sweatshirts and
hoodies).

We also have similarly
styled tote bags for sale, new
2.5-inch square stickers and a
Paulding postcard with our

logo on the back. Ask for them
in our Country Store! Proceeds will
benefit the museum and our programs.

QcTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2024
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A VISIT 7O CECIL N 1886

Crane Township celebrates
its bicentennial in 2025! We
offer some more history of
Crane Township and Cecil.

From the Paulding Democ-
rat of April 8, 1886:

CECIL CHIMES

Twenty years ago the
branches of the majestic
elm waved in the unbroken
forest where now stands the
village of Cecil. The origin
of its location is that the
Paulding Furnace having
been built on the canal, and
the proprietors wishing a
railroad communication
nearer than Emerald, they
prevailed upon the Wabash
[Railroad] Company to give
them a station as near a
point as possible on that
road, which was done in the
year of 1867, and Martin N.
Utley was appointed the
agent.

Mr. Utley also embarked in
the mercantile business and
has been a moving spirit of
the town since that date.

His first business room
was a log cabin, which was
superseded in a short time
by a neat frame, which is
now occupied by William
Wallace as a hotel and sa-
loon, Mr. Utley having sub-
sequently erected a large
two-story frame where he is
now the proprietor of as fine
a general store as the county
affords.

W.H. Robertson and Rus-
sell Randolph are the other
merchants and both have
good rooms and fine stores.

The principal factory of
the place is the stave factory
of the Beugnot Bros. & Co.,
and was put in operation in
1878. The factory furnishes
employment to about 35
hands and has an average
cutting capacity of abut
24,000 staves per day. The
firm also has 560 acres of

[

A Litlle
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Ceetl, 0,

A circa 1908 postcard from Cecil showing the Cecil Bridge, two

stores, schoolhouse, town hall and railroad depot.

land in Sections 35 and 36 of
Crane Township from which
they get stave bolts for their
factory. Upon this land they
have located a sawmill and
manufacture lumber exten-
sively, and have a switch
running from their mill to
the Mackinaw* over which
they start this lumber to
market. One hundred and 50
acres of their land is im-
proved and they are tiling
and propose to farm the
same and more as fast as it
is cleared. The firm controls
about 100 hands in their
various branches of business
in the county.

Cecil has two church edi-
fices, one Catholic and one
Presbyterian, both frame.
The Presbyterian was elect-
ed in 1878 and the Catholic
in 1880. The United
Brethren denomination talk
of erecting a church in the
coming summer.

Cecil has a nice brick
Town Hall erected in 1880. It
is a two-story building about
24 feet wide by 40 feet in
length.

The school house is a neat
two-story brick erected in
1879 and is a very substan-
tial and beautiful building.
The spring term will close

for a month’s vacation on
Friday, April 9th.

Cecil was incorporated in
1879, and has now about 400
inhabitants.

H.M. Simpson is the pro-
prietor of a tile factory and
sawmill and does a good
business.

Coe Robison is the only
tonsorial artist** in the
place. He has neat rooms
and is ever ready to wait
upon all customers.

John Kain has lately
opened out the only meat
market of the place. He will
run a wagon to Sherwood
and will do a good business.
Success, John.

Allen Boyer has lately
opened a new shoe shop.
Charlie Leaders and Ed
Williams, two first class
workmen, are in his employ.
We trust that Mr. Boyer will
receive good patronage.

A large frame hotel was
erected last fall by Orsemus
Bartholomew Chesbrough,
who has lately furnished it
nicely and will soon open it
to the traveling public.

John Mast is the only
blacksmith in the place. He
is a good workman and does
a large business.

The genial John White

settled near Cecil as a ship-
timberman about 20 years
ago. He is the present pro-
prietor of a billiard hall and
lunch room on south side of
the Wabash track and invites
all to come and see.

Delphos Guerin has a fine
grocery store and sells piles
of goods.

The Wabash depot is a
neat, substantial frame and
was built in 1879. T.A. Wes-
ley, the genial passenger and
freight agent, took charge of
the depot about three years
ago and is well liked by all.
He informs us that the re-
ceipts of the freight office is
$4,000 per month and the
passenger receipts about
$400.

Owing to the present
prospect of the Mackinaw
being built northward this
season, a boom for Cecil is
bound to come and in view
of this it would be an excel-
lent point for a flouring mill,
in fact one of the best in the
county; a good drug store
and hardware store are also
much needed as there are
none in the town.

Take it all in all Cecil cer-
tainly has a bright prospect
of becoming a prosperous
and thriving village, situated
as it is in the midst of a fine
farming country and with,
when the Mackinaw is com-
pleted, the best railroad fa-
cilities of any place in the
county. Success to the place
and to the good people
there.

*The Mackinaw line, a
nickname for the Cincinnati,
Jackson & Mackinaw Rail-
road. It later became the
Cincinnati Northern and
eventually the New York Cen-
tral.

**Tonsorial artist is anoth-
er term for barber.
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Museum volun-
teers John Pier,
Mike Bevis, Dan
Wilder and Gene
Olwin (not pic-
tured) had to par-
tially disassemble
an antique railroad
baggage wagon
before removing it
from the Antwerp
Depot and moving
it to the history
museum in Pauld-
ing. Itis now part of
the rail exhibit in

Almost every day the museum is
open is like Christmas morning! We
typically welcome a number of exciting
artifacts into our collection each
month, but this summer truly has
brought us some outstanding items.

Most notably, the Village of Antwerp
offered the museum numerous items
that had been displayed at the village-
owned historic railroad depot. The ma-
jority, if not all, had come from the
former Otto E. Ehrhart Museum that
had been in the Antwerp Town Hall.
We are thrilled to have them in our
museum, preserved for the future.
Many items are currently on display.

The Ehrhart collection includes toy
car, wagon and dredge; fossils, metal
lunch pail, gas street lamp, broad ax,
early radio with distinctive speaker,
numerous historical books, hat pins,
more than 200 arrowheads and stone
tools, cameras owned by Mr. Ehrhart,
model train and accessories, a depot
baggage wagon and two display cases.
We are deeply grateful to the Village of
Antwerp for entrusting us with such an
important legacy.

But that’s not all! Here are some
more new Paulding County artifacts:

« 2 kerosene heaters, antique
Christmas lights and child’s roller
skates, donated by Ronald Bair

« Pastel drawing and oil painting by
June Fast, circa 1925 metal crib and tin
box with Oscar Gerber’s military ser-
vice information, donated by Barbara
Shelton

NEW ACQUISITIONS

« Veterinarian items from Dr. Isaac
Leatherman, donated by Jo Doster

* Air Force uniform worn by Shan-
non Reinhart, photos and medals, do-
nated by Kathy Reinhart

» Framed rules from the former
county law library and photos
from the Stutzman family, do-
nated by Virginia Paulus

* Photo of First Christian
Church in Paulding, donated by
Deb Santo

« Key fob with room
number from the
Paulding House hotel,
circa 1880s, donated
by Larry Mawer (at
right)

« Projector book-
let from the Pauld-
ing Theatre, blank
theatre receipt and
lens, donated by Roger
Carlisle

« Store day book from 1857,
found in a house in Paulding, and

WWII booklet containing list of county

men and women in the military and
local advertising, donated by Caleb
LaFountain

* Quilt made by Eva Mead Hutchin-
son of Charloe, donated by Linda
Hodges

» Sewing kit of Sarah Dotterer, who
settled in the county in 1857, donated
by Ruth Dotterer

» Bowling shirt and trophies, donat-
ed by Marleen Bidlack Barrett

« Circa 1940s bicycle, owned and
used by teacher Rosemary Young be-
fore she learned to drive, donated by
Greg and Nancy White (above right)

* Food scoop from Colley’s Market in
Broughton, donated by Roger Flint

1917 county atlas and 1922 county

atlas, donated by Bob Noneman

« 2-piece ladies’ suit from the 1940s,

donated by Isabel Morisy
« 2-piece dark brown skirt and
blouse, donated by Deb
Plummer
« Child’s scooter that
belonged to Dave
Stouffer, donated by

Jane Stouffer

« 1892 Paulding High

School certificate,

donated by Bruce

Dumire
» Paulding High School
band uniform and vin-
tage prom dress, men’s suit,
hats and purses, from the

Dorothy Goyings Estate.

« Crazy quilt comforter, circa 1970s,
donated by Heather Miller

» Cream separator, donated by Mari-
lyn Rhoad

« Dolls and doll carriages, donated
by Frances and Rosemary Dotterer

« School slate from Harrison Town-
ship, donated by Mary Meyer

» Cameras, donated by Marcia Perl

Thank you, donors! We are forever
grateful. Together, we are “Preserving
the Past For Future Generations!”
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PAULDING COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM

600 FAIRGROUND DRIVE
P. O. Box 93
PAULDING OH 45879

STAMP

MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

600 Fairground Drive, P.0. Box 93

PAULDING COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM

PH: 419-399-8218
Email: jphs45879@yahoo.com

Paulding, OH 45879

Name: Date:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: E-mail: Township:
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP DONATIONS

[For Jan. 1-Dec. 31 each year]

New

Renewal
Individual ($20) $
Family ($35) $

Students ($10) $

Individual ($150) $

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP

Supporting Business/Professional
($150) $

Supporting Non-Profit 501¢3
($75) $

My additional donation to
support the museum:

$

Please check type of membership
desired and make check payable to
Paulding County History Museum.

Thank you for joining us in
“Preserving the Past For Future
Generations.”




