Family Focus

PAULDING (
ul V

e

.

il Co. fHrslery

T A Ta sl kel
DA DY

Wednesday, Nov. 29, 1978

Paulding Progress

In ils prime, the railroad station of the Nickel Plate was the busiest place in town.
This photo shows a passenger (rain at the depot, passengers and the Brady
Elevator, the grist mill and Stimmel elevator in the background. (1910 photo)

Keith McCullough is the sole

€ emaining railroad
glaut;:n agent in Paulding County. He sits at his desk

Railroads play major role in county g'rbwth_

between those two points,
a distance of seven miles
According Lo the Allas, ils
struggles were manifold
and its ups and downs
numerous.

It was a rickety affair
and it is thought the
proprietor never realized
much profit upon the
amount he invested. In
1879 it was reconstructed
and became a standard
gauge road with the first
train running over it in
1880. For a time il was
owned by 5. Frank Eagle
and the Paulding and Cecil
railway. Tt was sold in 1884
to the Cincinnati, Van
Wert and Michigan
Company. In 1892 it was a
part of the Cincinnati,
Jackson and Mackinaw

)

of-way. S0 confident were
all that the road would this
time be built that villages
were located at every
available point along the
line, But it was not to be
again. For nearly ten
years it waited, [inally
being resurrected in 1881
by a young railroad man
named Calvin T. Brice
Brice laler became a
United States senator,

Work on the line was
completed through the
eounty in September, 1881
An old settler who had
been fooled too many
times before, watched
construction going on and
is said to have remarked,
""This 'ere road will never
be built."

The line through the
county is a straight one,

having a one minute
deflection from a direct
east and west course. In
1892 ils assessed value was
200,000,

In 1887 a line was
completed from Van Wert
north across the county,
called the Cincinnati, Van
Wert and Michigan. In
1882 it was a big con-
venience for county people
who could leave Paulding
on the early morning
train, arrive al Cincinnati
about 10 2.m., have time to
spend in the city and reach
home again the same day.

In the summer of 1888,
the American Midland, or
Mahoning railroad, was

- graded through the
southern part of the
county, parallel to the

Nickel Plate, and about

L{e]
=
Whirlpool

YEAR

four miles south of it. The
road then, like some of its
predecessors, passed into
a quiet sléep from which it
was fully awakened in the
fall of 1891. Two trunk
lines passed through
Paulding county east and
west; and the Mackinaw
cut through the center
north and south. Upon the
prospects of the Mahoning
road the villages of Grover
Hill and Mandale were
located upon its line in the
county

In this year of 1978 the
only full time active line is
that, of the Norfolk and
Western which is also in
control of the old Wabash
track. The east-west line
passing through the center
of the county was rebuilt
recently, and is a con-

tinuous rail. It was put in
quarter sections and
welded at the seams,
making the passage of the
miles-long freight trains
comparatively silent,

Station agent at Payne,
the only reamining station
in Paulding county, is
Keith McCullough, a
native of Oakwood
McCullough has been the
agent at Payne since May
1961, having been em-
ployed by the Chicago
Rock Island, and Pacific
Line before 1961,

Keith’s father and uncle
worked for the old Nickel
Plate road, making theirs
a railroad family

“When the railroads
came, the canals declined
and disappeared, when the
trucks and planes came,

the best your
money can buy!

the rallroads declined,”
said McCullough. *“And
the passenger car

destroyed the passenger
frains,"

“I don't know what the
future holds. There is so
much talk with this
Congress. We hear
need railroads for
pational economy; they
claim it's the cheapest
way to move material '
siad Keith

“Nothing has been
settled in the strike action
of last spring and summer
We went back to work as
ordered by a federal
judge. What is happening
now, T don't know. All 1
really know about is what
goes on the railroad in
Payne, It's a busy one and
we do a lot of business!™

we
the
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By DORTHA SCHAEFER

History buffs in the
county are now in
possession of the reprints
of the Paulding County
Historical Atlas of 1892.
Among the accounts of the
past to be found in the
volume is one on the
railroads that played a
major part in bringing the
life of the residents to what
it is today.

The Norfolk and
Western Railroad is the
remaining line through the
county and the depot at
Payne the only remaining
office in the county. Keith
MecCullough is the agent in
charge.

The first railroad built
through the county was the
Toledo, Wabash and
Western. By 1892 it was
called the Wabash, St
Louis and Pacific. Its
construction was in charge
of Gen. W.H. Gibson and
Can__James B. Steedman
and was completed in 1835.

That line is now a part of
the Norfolk and Western
and runs through the
northern part of the county
for 18 miles.

“Prior to that time of
1842 the chief mode of
travel was on foot or on
horseback, and the chief
means for transporting
_gpcds and produce was by
pirogues or flatboats on
the rivers,”” said. Hon.
W.C. Holgate of Defiance
in the Atlas.

“Merchants of this area
and of F't. Wayne obtained
goods from the mouth of
the Maumee, where they
were brought in lake boats
ﬁ.'om Buffalo. About this
time the Wabash and
Miami canals were con-
structed,”” continued
Holgate.

“However, the railroads
began to stir the people in
those days, and the new
mode of transportation
began to revolutionize
matters of business,
materially changing the
prestige of  some,
destroying some and
building up others.”

.. “‘Had we not secured a
railroad,” said Holgate,
“our doom would have

Ty, Rt L. S ), §

The new way of
traveling and carrying
merchandise by rail soon
outmoded the canals and
business was brisk on the
line from Toledo running
southwesterly through
Defiance, through nor-
thern Paulding County and
on to the state of Illinois.

At the time of its con-
struction its assessed
value in the county was
$266,563. It paid into the
treasury a tax of over
$6,000 a magnificient sum
in those days.

The second road con-
structed was the Paulding
and Cecil road, extending

—Free Estimates

399-3963
R.R. 3 Rita St.
Emerald Acres

THINKING O
WHAT TO GET

THAT SPECIAL
SOMEONE FOR

CHRISTMAS?
HOW ABOUT CARPET
& LINOLEUM FROM

BURTCH FLOOR
COVERING

—Show in your own home
—Carpet, linoleum, wallpaper
—OPEN EVENINGS

The New York, Chicago
and St. Louis Railroad or
“Nickel Plate,” as it was
called for many years
began in 1854 when
citizens were startled by
the sudden appearance of
a corps of engineers
engaged in running a
railroad line from Tiffin,
Ohio to Ft. Wayne.

Things came to a
grinding halt shortly after
that, with investors suf-
fering a loss and laborers
unpaid for their work.

In 1872 the name Was
changed to ‘“Continental
Railway” and work began
again along the right-
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Norm’s
news

‘REMEMBER WHEN?"
By NORM RULMAN

(History of Paulding
County, taken from the
Historical Atlas of
Paulding County Canals
and Railroads.)

“The first railroad built
through the county was
the Toledo, Wabash and
Western, now called the
Wabash, St. Louis and
Pacific

“Gen. W. H. Gibson and
Gen. James H. Steadman
had charge of its con-
struction between
Defiance and Ft.Wayne,
It passes through the
northern part for a
distance of 18 miles and
was completed in 1855.

“The construction of the
road, at ‘this com-
paratively early date, is
mainly due to the untiring
energy of some of the
enterprising citizens of
Defiance, as is told by the
late lamented Hon. W.C.
Holgate,of that city, in a
historical address before
a meeting of the Maumee
Valley Pioneer
Association, and was
published in the Defiance
Democrat, February 28,
1878,

‘“He says, “Prior to
1842, the chief mode of
travel was on foot or on
horseback, and the chief
means of transportation
of goods and produce was
by pirogues or flat boats
on the rivers. Our mer-
chants and those of Ft.

Wayne, Lafayette, and
other towns in Indiana,
toward Illinois; were

handled on the recently
constructed Wabash and
Miami canals, emanating
in a commeon trunk from
Toledo, one passed south-
westerly, and the other
struck south to Cincinnati

these canals
were sumptuous packets,
and numerous line boats;
and they began to use the
convenience and comforts

*Upon

of a civilized life, and we
became very hopeful that
we would soon assume
city dimensions. But
disappointment came
over the spirit of our
dreams.

““Railroads began to stir
the people of the country
about these days. From
the operations of those
already completed, it
became evident that they
were destined ere long to
revolutionize matters
pertaining to the business
of the towns; materially
changing the prestige or
destroying by some and
building up others.

“On completion of the
Mad River Road,
passengers who would
otherwise have taken the
packets at Cincinnati,
took the railroad cars on
that road and went to
Sandusky. And at the west
they would leave the
canal, and trave] 20 and 50
miles out of a direct line to
the Michigan Southern to
get to Toledo, rather than
ride over the canal
through our place.

“But a blow came
nearer home, the Pitts-
burgh & Ft. Wayne road
was put into operation,
and the people of FL
Wayne, who had been our
nearest and most intimate
neighbors, became lost to
us, and we have seen no
more of them to this day
But this was not all, it
passed only 30 miles to the
south of us, draining and
carrying away a country
that had been tributary to
us.

“But a severer blow
than this became im-
pending, first the Junction
road, loomed up, its place
soon to be taken by the
“Air Line,” with a power
behind equal to the oe-
casion, and this was to cut
our thither-to tributary

not
and t
junetur

town

sealed
retained
house
and a
all de

Fra -
LNis Woll

the really hard ef

work that was do it
the vears of 1851-52 by
some of the citizens of

Defiance to galvanize, as

it were, into bringing a
railroad that would save
the town from impending
death

**As her committee
appointed for i

purposes ca
around, th
spark in t
any place,
man’s han
prospects
D, P
proprietc

comr

Pldy @o. Mise

7-¢-53

d been only once

I , and late at night,
and early in the morning,

v worked, and worked,
ind worked on. Every
] ] and interest,

r as Buffalo,
ar as Cincinnati,

( t as far as
l.afavette, Was
»sponded with-and

correspondence
i now fill a volume.
very railroad
ing within these
1its was attended, and
in wivid colors in our

'spapers was depicted
idvantages of routes
ugh Defiance."
t here to say the
f that ‘old com-
resulted in the
on of a railroad
Toledo running
resterly through
ce to the state of

o securing of this
railroad (WABASH)
saved Defiance, and that
was all.”

While the road saved
Defiance, as Mr. Holgate
1, it also had its
| results upon
g County, opening
first railroad
imunication with the
t commercial center
of the country, east and
W It passes through
the townships of Emerald,
Crane, Carryall, and
Harrison, and has an
assessed value in the
county of $266,563, an-
nually, paying into the
treasury a tax of over
$6,000

The second railroad
completed in the county
was the Paulding & Cecil
road, extending between
these Iwo points, a

distance of seven miles.
Its

struggles were
manifold and its “‘ups and
wns'' numerous. The
nucleus upon which the
road was built was a strap
iron track extending two
south from the
Paulding furnace, and
used by the company in
hauling wood for the kilns.
About the wyear 1877,

miles

GIT

George W. Pott
Paulding, purchase
M. Doyle the materi
narrow gauge ra
which had bee
operation bet
Columbus and

Columbus; and re:
it to Paulding C
With this materi:
proceeded to const
railroad from Ceci
point about one-h
mile’s distance
Paulding.

(To be continued
week)
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This is the Lype passen,
cursion rip to Toledo in

Can vyou remember
when the Toledo Union
Halll‘ﬂdl" Station  was

railroad  terminals, The
Toledn Union Stalion was
placed into service Lthis
week during a en-day
celebration marking
end of a 40-year w
the people of noril
Ohio.

The dingy, old station,
built shortly after the
assassination of President
James A. Garfield, was
closed last Sunday and Lhe
first tickel was sold in the
new $5,000,000 glass and
brick structure.

The big day of The Union
Station Dedicallon Week
will be September 28 when
special Irains will bring
throngs from as far east as
Sandusky;

I by

y Excursion (o

will watch a huge
parade in celebration of
the tearing down Lhe old
station, beller known as
“Toledo's oldest joke.

Visitors will hav

opporlunily lo inspec
lates! post-war models uj
locomot 3y
cars, l‘OdChH diners ar
H‘élﬁ.hl cars brought

RICK'S
Refrigeration
and
Heating

sFurnaces
04 or Gas
#Heat Pumps
Sales & Service

| [1]

can'ags 4680

Rl. 3. Paulding

eal,

the nation’s
unjque
fon with

ylvania

lowns on into
New York C
picked up passengers at
Bryan, Wauseon, and
other potnts. into Toledo,

Toledo and found a
restaurant to gel a meal
We later 1o

New

we started  uplown

a trip on the |

Haven, Woodburn -
Anlwerp - Knoxdale - Cecil
[!el'lanne . .I e]] .

Station.

8.0, Homewdod - Maum
gh the quleds Yard and

oledo



COTLIMIAE ] &0
surre the - land
within the limits of Ohio to
the latter named state, on
cunr:lmu 1 that she would

nal from

aple
portion of the work.
ground on th

e mid
rmlea had hePr'.
In 1840 the
opened be-
and the

y fulfillment o
portion of the
contract,

‘‘The Ohio people
rnmmenced work  im-
; and, in 1843,

celebrated at Fort W
IJ-]'I. the -uh of July of Lhai

listened an  able
oration, ered upon
the oceasion, by General
I G

“The Miami canal was
not completed until 1845,
these two canals, u!whkeh
a brief history has been
given, pass through
Paulding County, the
‘Wabash & Erie enters the
county on the west side
and passes through the
northern ter of fown-
ships; the Miami enters
on the south and has a
course through the
eastern tier of townships,
They unjte at the Village
of Junetion, The Indiana
portion of the Wabash &
Erie canal was entirely
abandonded about  the
year of 1870. This ren-
dering worthless  that

| portion of it between the

state line and Junetion,
was also abandonded by
an act of the Dhio State
Legislature in 1888,
further mention of which
will be made later on
under the heading of (The
Reservoir War),

“The Miami is yetl
navigable through the
county and is in a
tolerable state of repair.
That the canals have been
of greal benefit to the
county cannot be gainsaid

Happy Balloons
263-2060 Rita Gross

or
399-5367

Send a balloon
bouquet for any

or guestioned. When in
full operation they were
the great niavigable lines
between  Toledo and
Evansville, a distance of

r 500 miles, and be-

distance of 242
n them was
as freight,

other
L‘l:lmmndil

dra\m by
driven a

The
e to be made

mlh Junﬂmn
and western
of the ]ine.

regaling

I in a neighboring

After some

ce and a short

team was

swilt

roceeded on

The proprietor

ed o prosecute

the horse thief for ob-

structing  the  United

States mail, bul he was
never caught.

The through line of
packets was sbandoned
in about the yeéar of 1852,
as the age of steam had at
that time gained a firm
footage  heading  into
Paulding County and
railronds afforded a much
more rapid transit.”’

{Next week's jssue will
be the first railroad built
through the County. )

KNOW YOUR
NEIGHBOR CLUB
Know Your Club met
June 1 at Betty St. Johns
to leave for the Wesigate
Dinner Theater. Four
members Katherine
Dangler, Kate Lucas,
Allce HRager, Balty St
one
r, Joan
etty Rike, Eileen
v Vi
Wudﬂslmmer Regina
Lucas, Velma St. John,
Dorothy Wythe, and
Evelyn Allensworth made
the trip. Showing was
“The Unsinkable Molly
Brown."
The club s recessed
until fall.

NOTES.. -~
COMMENTS

Dallars and sense lay
the foundation  for
fortunes.

LR R

If you can express
yourself, try not to overdo
it.

HEwE

An individual 15 not
hopeless until he loses his
desire for knowledge.

EE RN

Planning wark is
good, but doing it is much
better,

sEEN

Money isn't every-
thing but it's nice to have
enough ln Lnu\n that.




st Train To Come To Paulding

iy

“"0Old Betty

oy : o - : : ;
Pietured with the ecrew s tween Sectlon Bight and Paul- Wesp of Panlding. The tramway
“0ld Botty” elaimed 10 be the|ding, hanling men, supplien, o0 oy siong the road which is now

o come 1o Pauding |A large stuve mill was located

famg copae. | Section Elght abont § mileslcallad State Higwway 111

wiglty” ran on the tramway be-|at

OUR RAILROAD IN
ANTWERP

Today, the railroad tracks
through Antwerp are unusu-
ally busy if a train shows up
more than a few times a week.
Its hard to imagine, look-
ing at the rusty crooked old
rails, that those tracks were
once part of a vital railroad
corridor that stretched from
Toledo to Kansas City.

The Wabash Railroad
through Antwerp was char-
tered by a group of business-
men in Toledo, Ohio in 1853,
The rail line, initially named
The Toledo and Hlinois Rail-

road, “closely ' followed the
path of the Wabash and Erie
Canal, dooming that ear-
lier pathway. It would pass
through many small towns
oit its way to Danville, I1li-
nois. The largest town on the
line was Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
At the Indiana - Ohio State
line; the new railroad would
change names, and became
The Lake Erie, Wabash, and
St. Louis Railroad, although
contral rested in the same
hands as the eastern portion.

+ Construction began in
1854, and the first train on
the new rail line enteréd New
Haven in early 1855. In 1856,
the two railroads were for-

mally merged to become The
Toledo, Wabash, and West-
ern, which promptly declared
bankruptcy ‘and “was reor-
ganized as The Toledo and
Wabash Railway in October
of 1858. In May of 1889 all of
the various railroad lines east
of 5t. Louis were finally folded
into the umbrella of the Wa-
bash Railroad Company. This
company lasted until 1964,
when the Norfolk and West-
ern Railroad purchased it
The N&W merged with The

Southern Railroad in. 1990,

and became known as Nor-
folk Southern. NS still owns
the tracks through Antwerp.

Qur line through Antwerp
weathered  many financial
storms, including the take-
over of the Wabash system by
the infamous rebber barom
Jay Gould. It continued to
be a vital part of the Wabash
system until 1902, when the
Wabash completed ; a -track
connecting New Haven™dnd
Butler, Indiana. This allowed
Wabash trains direct access
to Detroit via a Wabash line
built ‘in 1880 that operated
- and continiies to operate -
from Butler through Montpe-
lier, Ohio and Adrian, Michi-
gan to the Delray yards near
Detroit. It was no longer nec-
essary to rolte trains bound
for Detroit through Toledo.

Further dooming our line
was the 1901 construction
of a railroad from Toledo
to Montpelier (now aban-
doned) that allowed direct
train operations from Toledo
to 5t. Louls and Kansas City.
Our line became a second-
ary branich line, serving Na-
poleon, Defiance, and: small
towns like Liberty Center,
Jewell, Okalona, Cecil, Ant-
werp, and Woodburn.

Ini 1989 M5 ceased oper-
ating the line and leased it

to an independent operator.
Under them, the old " Wabash
line has struggled to maintain
any level of operations. Indi-
ana Hi-Rail operated the line
from 1989 to 1997, In 1997 In-
diana High Rail reorganized,
and the Antwerp line became
the Maumee and Western.

Maumee and Western is
the railroad's current opera-
for,

Currently, track from To-
ledo to Liberty Center has
been torn up. The tracks from
Liberty Center to Napoleon
are out of service because
the 1&0 removed the cross-
ing with its tracks east of Na-
Eulcun. Trains still operate

etween Napoleon and Defi-
ance oceasionally. The MAW
is unable to cross the CSX
tracks in Defiance because
that crossing has also been
removed. The removal had
little practical effect on the
railvoad..as the section from
Defiance to Cecil was cloged |
due to poor track conditions
in the 1990'.

The tracks west of Cecil
are open to Woodburn, where
NS takes over operations into
New Haven. The only-major
shippers on the line through
Antwerp are Systech, who
supplies fuel to the Hanson
Cement plant south of Cecil,
and the Antwerp grain eleva-
tor. 5

Next month: The Wa-
bash/Nickel Plate wreck in
New Haven, “The Wabash
Cannonball”, and being “Wa-
bashed".

Mote: The engine above
more than likely: did not
travel through Antwerp, but
many timilar would have.

Keep the news coming.
News is always free. Let your
friends, neighbors and com-
munity know what's going
onf
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Anotﬁer_LaEe,Sﬁdra ﬂyer was the 195 built in 1.8}36 by Schenectady. . machine and the 220. previously described were designed by
- It made a fast run with a seven-car train between Buffalo and~ -~ George W. Stevens (1847-1907), the road’s master mechanic from
. Chicago in fourteen hours.and five minutes (ircluding stops). This 1883 to 1899. (Railroad Gozette, March 11, 1887, opp. p. 162)

oOVer——-—

7aulding County Carnegie Library
205 5. Main St.
Paulding, Ohio 45879-1492



The following series of articles
have been compiled and sub-
mitted - by - Norman' . Rulman,
local’ fireman and Post Office
employee. We believe the ar-
ticles will be of special interest
gince the discontinuance of
passenger trains on the Wabash
or Toledo-St. Louis R.R. Co. is
under consideration, ' - =

The first railroad built through
Paulding county was the Toledo,
Wabash and Western, now called -
the. Wabash,  St.  Louis: and’
Pacific. Gen. W.H. Gibson,and
Gen. James B. Steedman had .
charge. of its construction bet-~
ween Defiance and Ft. Wayne. It ©

prospects or hopes. Mr,.T.D.
Phillips, one of the proprietors of
the town, a practical man’ of
business, who had much ex-
perience in such matters about
Dayton, where " he - lived. on
coming forth from one of the
committee meetings, with down-
cast looks, says, “Gentlemen, I
don’t see any chance for you".

- But the desperate conditon the

town was now in aroused some
on the committee, as perhaps,
they had been only once before
and late at night & early in'the
morning, they worked & worked
on. Every railroad man and’

south as far as Cincinnati, and

~passes through the northern part - West as far as Lafayette, was'

for a distance of eighteen miles,

and was completed in*1856. The -

construction of the road, at this-
comparatively - early’ date, is

mainly due fo the untiring ‘and . in vivid : colors in our.

energy. ‘of ‘some of :the en--

terprising citizens of ‘Defiance, advar : thro
- Defiance, Suffice it here to say *
“thelabors_ of 'that " ‘ol ‘com:.

* a3 is told by the late Hon. W.C.
Holgate- of : that  city, “in -a

historical ‘address: before a mittee’’ resulted in the' con:

:corresponded with — and that -

correspondence would now fill'a
volume. Every railroad meeting
within those limits was attended .

newspapers was depicted the -
advantages of ‘routes through

Supreme Court declaring the United States S

‘passed into a quiet sleep from = L nobea
~which it was fully awakened in - the young Ohio man and. would

meeting of the Maumee Valley struction ‘of a railroad from -
" Pioneer  association, ' and Toledo' running - southwesterly -
“published * in “the * Defiance " through Defiance to the state of
- Democrat, Feb. 28th, 1878. - Illinois. ‘The 'securing of this
_ He says: “Prior fo 1842, the Wabash road'saved Defiance,
chief mode of travel was on foot and that wasall”. = . -
“or on' horseback; and_ the ‘chief\ While " the road 'saved '
‘means: for transporting goods Defiance, {it also had its
and produce was by flat boats on_ beneficial results upon Paulding
the river. Our’ merchants and county, opening for its first
those of Ft.: Wayne obtained railroad communication with
their goods in this way from the the great commercial centers of
mount of thé Maumee, where the country, east and west. It|
they were brought in lake boats passes through the townships of
from  Buffalo. About this time Emerald, Crane, Carryall, and

“cleaves ' her center

Grover Hill and Mand4ld were !

Paulding. When the interest on Second time were the people
the ‘bonds  became due, the interested doomed to disap-
township trustees, acting under Pointment for, as upon the Tiffin
legal advice, refused payment, and- Ft. Wayne, work ceased
The olders of the bonds then Uupon this road never to the
commenced -action to enforce

resumed, and the magnificient

History of the rai I"roqclsﬂ;_-' m _. Pauldigg--.- County

collection, and the case drifted - double-tracked' ‘‘Continental,

along through various courts. Railway’ passes into innocuous
Judge Jackson, of United States ~ desuetude. For nearly ten years
Circuit Court, decided in favor of

the bond holders, The case was but in 1881 it was resurrected by

finally settled in Jan., 1891, by a @ modest young railroad man of E&E

decision of the United States Lima, the Hon. Calvin T. Brice,

law unconstitutional under - Ohio. . SACA ISR R
which  the bonds were issued. ~ Mr. Brice, having became

- About $80,000 of these bonds largely interested in the Lake.
-interest east as far as Buffalo,  were - negotiated, and _that;_:_ﬁ'le-,an Louisville, a_nfi other
“amount to gether with the cost of * north and south roads in Ohio,

litigaion; was lost by those who: Was desirous of obtaining- an
purchased them in the summer Outlet. for his freight to the
of 1388, the American Midland, eastern sea board, ' and ac-
or  Mahoning 'railroad was . cordinglyheld aninterview with
graded ‘through' the southern = William H. Vanderbilt, to. see.if

part of the county, paralled to said outlet could not be secured
the Nickel Plate, and about four  Over hislines at better rates than
‘miles south of it. The road then, those existing.. The  great.

like some of its predecessor, rallroad king . of  New, :York
nagse Rkl rri - smiled” rather derisively upon

the fall of 1891. Two trunk lines  offer him no inducements. Mr.

it slept as in the sleep of death,

enator from : - -

‘pass' through Paulding county. - Brice turned upon his heel and. i

east' and ' west; and the Said: “I'will build a competing

Mackinaw, ‘an excellent road, : line”, and work was begun upon
; i - Louis railroad. It was completed

- south, Upon the prospects of the = = i o Sl prchecti )
Mahoriing road the villages of ‘1rough the ‘comnty. in  Sep--

tember, 1881. While the work

located upon. its line in the ¥as progressing, the old settler

‘county, The line was later known | 100ked. blankly on. and - said,

as the Findlay-Fort Wayne and '-‘F[?ﬂf_--’eré road. will never be.
‘Western R.R. abandoned in !m ‘built'’.  Twice had he been.

S8R 8 oo s e deceived by it fickle promises
_The following series of articles and fake charms’and did not

~have been compiled and sub- propose to bea third time duped.

mitted by Norman Rulman, Byt the third attempt brought

the . Wabash and Toledo, one Harrison, and has an assessed
value inthe county of $266,563,
annually paying in the treasury
ataxofover$6,000. - -

i

passed ~ southwesterly - through
Ft. Wayne, Lafayette,’and other’
towns ' in- “Indiana;  toward
Illinois; and " the other struck
south to Cincininati. Upon these

canals were sumptuous pacKets, ‘hava been compiled” and sub-

and numerous line boats;” and
they began to introduce 0 us the

. "The fo]lawihg'_s:eﬁ_e; of articles

‘miitted by Morman . Rulman,
local fireman- and ‘ Post; Office

mﬂ?enimmqandcoil‘lfﬂ i‘t&ﬂfa'mpluyee' WE beuwe the ar_

civilized life, and we. 'become’
very hopeful that we would soon
assume city dimensions, But
disappointment came over the
spirit of our dreams. Railroads
began to stir the people of the
county about these days: From
the operations’ of those already
completed, ‘it became ' evident
that they were destined ere long
to revolutionize matters per-
taining to the business. of the
towns; materially changirig the
prestige or destroying some, and
building up others.” . © .
“Cne completion of the Mad
River: road, - passengeis: that

ticles. will be of special interest:

- since the discontinuance of

'passenger frains on-the Wabash
-or Toledo-St. Louis R.R. Co. is
under consideration, =i o
- Agearly as 1838 there was talk:
of building  a railroad. from
Florida to the  Straits of
Mackinaw, but there  was
_nothing done upon _the’ project.
more than to point out the
_benefits which would arise from
_Such a route. Along in the latter -
 part of the “'fifties” a survey was:
-made northward from Cin:

-cinnati. via, Greenville, and, a -

road, called’the Mackinaw, was:

. The -second railroad com-

local fireman and Post. Office
employee, We believe the ar-

. ticles will be of special interest
“‘since the discontinuance - of
. passenger trains on the Wabash

ot Toledo - St. Louis R.R. Co. is

. under consideration.

pleted in' the county was

Paulding and Cecil road, ex-
tending between  those two
points, a distance of seven miles.
Its struggles were manifold and

' ils ‘ups 'and downs’ numerous:

The nucleus upon which the road
“was built was a strap iron track
extending two miles south from
the Paulding furnace, and used
by the company in hauling wood
for the kilns, About the year
1877, George "W. Potter,  of
Paulding, purchased of S.W.'
Doyle the material of a small
‘narrow” gauge railroad, which
had, been in operation between

(0 iarth Co

the real charm, and the most
obstinate  doubts was. happily
disappointed. When he saw the

wheels of ' the 'iron horse go,
- whirling by he had fo believe.
The line through the county is a-

straight one, and has a one
minute deflection from a direct
east and west course, It
traverses the . townships of

Brown, Jackson,: Paulding and:

Harrison, a distance of twenty- -

assessed value of its main track,
side tracks, rolling stock, ete. in
the county, is placed upon the

auditor’s = duplicate at -about .
$200,000, so that it pays into the

treasurers office a good, round
sumn as taxes, When Mr, Van-

derbilt saw the effect of this. §
competing line upon Lake Shore |

road, he sought control of it, and
it ‘passed into the Vanderbilt
system in 1886; Mr, Brice, it is

four miles, and has within that -
distance nine sfations.. The:

zihd enérgy of
if he did not
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up

‘On;acmnpletion c-! the Mad
Rwer road, passengeis that
wmﬂd otherwise have taken the
packet at Cincinnati and passed
tlu'oug,h our village - to‘Toledu
took'the cars on that‘mad and
went fo, Sandusky. And .at the

west they would leave the ca.nal,
travel twenty and fifty miles out
of a direct line ‘north - to the
Michigan Souﬂwm toget to
Toledo, rather than ride over the -
canal ﬂlrough our plice. But a

blow came nearer' home; the

Pittsburgh and Ft. Wayne road:
was put in “operation; and the -
people of Ft. Wayne,: who had
been our nearest and most in-
timate neighbors, became lost

-cinnati- via. Greenville,. and..a .

road, calléd'the. Mackinaw, ‘was;

partly graded as far ntﬁ-?thfas
Van Wert.  Work. suddenl
ceased uporn this road and fo

-more than twenty years nothing
was heard of the Mackinaw. In

1880 the citizens of Van Wert,

‘work on-a road

completed was from Van Wert to

Shane's crossing - eight- miles.
south. From this point it slowly: :
but steadily advanced from town

“made northward “from’ Cln-

. from. Paul
organized : the Cincinnati, Van.-.- Eeidnes
Wert and: M:chlgan railway-’-f
-with' Joan: M.C.
Marbleaspresxdem and beg&tl:g'f.'tbe ‘amount: he invested in
extending both
north and south from that place.
The first portion- of the - road-

- Evans, with the aid of citizens of

'.comh-uchm ofa sta.ndard guage
-road{ between these points,

- fifteén miles ‘at 't

tuus,andwehaveseenmmore to
of them to this day. Butquswas
not all; it passed onlythirty
n-u,lestothesouumfus,

and carrying' away & country that road to Cincinnati, this was

Afown - until
Franklin. On"the Cincinnati

that” had been: h'ibutary to us; gccumphghad in’ 188? seven

But a severer blow than this

* years after the road was begun.
became ' impending. “First "the.

“'The slowness of its construction

place ‘soon‘to be taken by the' The company . depended
“Air Line", wit.hapow behind . Jocal aid to erect the first portion
equal to the occasiom,;

territory ¢ within the’ l.imlta
rth.

Stryker and’ our.

carriages to and fro, enable
our citizens to get ta 'Iedoin

that speedily at this - jtmctitm,
our doom as a town wnu}q_have

The roT 14 vers. sowentont
been: sealed.” We ' oI5 very 4

might "have for the  citizens of Paulding

‘retained a rickety schoothouse, county, as they can leave
. 2 Paulding on the early morning.

a black .-m'nth shop,
“meeting hnuse",_:fnr' all trains, -arrive at Cincinnati
denominations, but this* would about 10 00a.m., have five or six
havebemtheextmtofmw tOWN. hours in that caty, and reach
capacity. =

Mtt"i"‘gb“ﬁt"‘“"“"‘ﬂbm Creek, Paulding and Crane; a
territory, and so assure to us city’ d.'lstance of eighteen miles in the
proportions; hutitputusl.na " coun’
position to become & respecta

village; and with the advmhgea
of our canal, made us, ”“hﬂd Dague, : ~Latty, ~ Paulding,
hitherto ' been, the " fmost .- Holcombe, Furnae and Cecil. It
desirable locality in thése Tiorth crogses - the® Nickel Plate: at
western counties away from the Latty, and the Wabash at Cecil,

‘county are. _Scatt Former,

lakes for frade and comimerce. 1 the winter of 1882, the Ohio-
really Leglslature ‘passed an act

. "Few. appredat-e the
hard efforts and work that was
done about the years of 1851-2 by
some of the dtixelu of Defian

to galvanize, as it were,:
being a railroad that wuul& save
the town from impending death.

authorizing certain * townships

Detlance - ; ponded indebtedness for aid in
t°. its:: consh'uctiun Among ' the

which voled in favor
of issuing bonds were Pleasant

it reached geptember 1st, 1880. In 1881 it~
Hamilton and Dayton railroad, Paulding and - Cecil Toailway
draining  whence it seems ils trains over -

‘as president, and was operated

“Junction Road" loomed up, iLﬁ -was from _the following cause: Wert and ol
upon what is now the Cincinnati,
aid this. ofﬂmm¢mdmmmmme_hEMMdM3CkmaWNad
was to'cut our hitherto: tnbutary earning of - the portions com- .
. pleted to build the remainder.
~The road was - completed to .
Already the cars were; nu'ming Paulding in 1884, and by pur- Chicago and St. Louis railroad,
on this to Wauséon, and then to - chasmglhe?auldmg and. Cecil = or
ll‘ﬁpl:!' men road secured an outlet to the
began' running - a ::line of Wabash at Cecil. From this point -
0 »trains were run south until 1887, .
when the road was pushed on
E» nortl'rwardintothe state of Mich.
BUOUL . The company ., was tr:orswizﬂo}f.

: : - about this time and the name of
Wauseun, Stryter urBl;yaIl Had the road _changed to the Cin-+
we ot secured a railroad and  cinnati Jaclman and Machnaw.'

" familiarly known, may be

‘startled by ' the - sudden " ap-

-~ located, contractors began work
-and the mud was cut out and
~ partly  graded through: the:
~country. In the autumn of the

‘vorders to begin’ work on the
e~ Tiffin and Ft. Wa

~ financial embarrassment of the
, and is assessed at about
ﬂ,wﬂpermile Its stations in the ::
and many contractors and §|

- along the line of the road to vote : .to be-the great double tracked

~confident were all that the'toad

As her committee ‘appointed for
railroed purposes cast thetr eyes
around, they could see no spark
In the horizon, or any pldace; so.
blguamanshand ghrl.n,g any'

and Union, in Van Wert county:
Dublin, in Meroeracounty, Blue
Creek, in Paulding county. The
bonds were sold and the money
app].ied in building the line to

_were_ erected, -and corner lots £ SR
_mfose to fabulous prices. But a {immsmms

m" Bauge rallroad, whicH T passed” Toto” the VARGEFBUT— 55
had:been in operation between gystem in 1888; Mr. Brice, it is |-

Culfﬁnhus and North Columbus; - said clearing a cool 5,000,000 bys.
pr’emuvw it to Pau.idmg the deal Somul:h fl]l" thE“pll.lEk-‘y" s
Wiﬂ:-th:s material he

“construct  a
railroad from Cecil to a point
‘about one-half mﬂe d:stance_

)

It¥asa nckety affair & 1t 15';'_-
thought that ‘the: proprietor-:
never realized much profit upon.
buildi.ng it. In’ 1879, John F. R:.
Paulding and Cecil, began the
which, being completed the first
frain ran over it into. Paulding,
passed . into the hands of the
company, with S. Frank Eagle
by that company until 1884, when
it was sold to the Cincinnati, Van .

railway
company, and became a part of

THE NICKEL PLATE R. R.f
A history of the New: York,:
' “Nickel Plate”, -as-'it is

briefly told: In May, 1854, the
citizens of Paulding county were

pearanm of a corp of enginears !

engaged in running a’ railroad.
line from Tiffin to Ft. Wayne..
‘Shortly after the line was:

'serﬁ'e“ our fr
past 77 yee

PAULDIHG CDUHTY S5

same year, work was suspended
for the winter,  with the
assurance  that it- would be
resumed the following spring.
Spring came, but with it came no

railroad,
and they never 'came, The H
leaders of the enterprise, had §
caused a permanent suspension, - §

‘employees under them suffered [
a loss of being unpaid for their £
labor. In 1872 a new company §
was formed, a resurvey of the §
line was rnade and work begun.
This time it. was called the
“Continental Railway," and was

SQUICENTENNIAC 1820-1970° = -

through' thoroughfare between
New York City and Omaha. So

would this time be built that
villages were located at every
available point along the line,
store rooms and ware houses

¥
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«and energy*of an Ohio man, who, A reminiscence of Puuiding County, Ohio
1t he did not belong directly to

Paulding county, was born in around the furn of the century

the adjoining county of Putnam. : ; i
“ooo=w .o oA reminiscence of Pauldmg Amuld(anamethathashecome medmapmofmemmw-

PAULDING COUNTY, - Cﬂuntm Ohio around the turn of = synonymous . with ‘treason) -t g5 named. = -

the century. - surrender. West Point ‘on: the  [was not born in Paulding, but
On a recent stopover in the Hudson to the Redcoats, for a not too far east in Putman Co.,
town where I spent my early price. If the plan had succeeded, (named for another partiot) ina
boyhood, I learned that this year  the history of this nation of OUr'S. place called Hector on the Nickel -
of 1970 is the sesquicentennial of  might well have: been’ much Plate R.R. a short distance east
the founding of Paulding Co., different, in the light of what of Continental. I might add here
named for John Paulding, one of hhppened to. some; of Britain's thet I had an awful narrow .
_three  Revolutionary War other colonial possessions. 1 escape: my parents considered
patriots - who  captured the  learned of this decisive episode naming me for the town. It was a
British officer, Major Andre who early in'life and have always ” ik e]
conspired with General Benedict  been proud of the fact_ that I (Omﬂn“"'d on next pag
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SOME MORE
HISTORY OF
PAULDING COUNTY ON

. OUR RAILROADS.

As early as 1838 there
was talk of building a
railroad from Florida to
the straits of Mackinac,
but there was nothing
done on the project more
than to point out the

benefits which _would

arise from such a route.
" . Along in the latter part
of the 50s,
~made northward from
Cincinnati via Greenville,
and a road called the
Mackinac, was partly
graded as far north as
Van Wert. Work suddenly
ceased upon this road,
and for more than 20
years nothing was heard
of the Mackinac. In 1880
the 'citizens of Van Wert,
realizing the importance
of a north and south road
to their town, organized
the Cincinnati, Van Wert
& Mackinac railway
company, with John M. C.
Marble as president, and
began work on a road
extending both north and
south from that place. The
first portion of the road
_completed was between
“Van Wert to Shane’s

E—

a survey was

Norm’s '
NEews

‘REMEMBER
Hﬁﬂﬁb’ﬂ )
5 SOUTH MAIN

2% pAULDING, OHIO 45879

Crussing,
north. /
From this point - it
slowly but steadily ad-
vanced from town to
town, until it reached

eight miles

Franklin, on the Cin-

cinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton railroad, whence
it runs the trains over that
road to Cincinnati.

This was accomplished
in 1887, seven years after
the road was begun.

The slowness of the:
construction was from the

following cause: the
company depended upon
local aid to erect the first
portion of the road, and
then upon the earnings of
the portion completed to
build the remainder.

The road was com-
pleted to Paulding in 1884,
and by purchasing the

‘Paulding & Cecil road

secured an outlet to the
Wabash at Cecil.

From this point trains
were run south until about
1887, when the road was
pushed on norfhward into
the State of Michigan.

The company Wwas
reorganized about this
time and the name of the
road changed to Cin-
cinnati, Jackson and

Mackinac. The road was .

Q-’

cand Blue

/!‘ﬂﬁ c?/ﬁ #‘9[

very convenient for the
citizens of Paulding
County, as ‘they could
leave Paulding on the
early morning train,
arrive at Cincinnati about
10 a.m., have five or six
hours in that city, and
each home the same day.

(This railroad passes
through the townships of

Blue Creek, Paulding and
Crane, a distance of 18
miles in the county, and is
assessed at about $3,000
per mile. Stations in the
county are Scott, Folmer,
Dague, Latty, Paulding,
Holcombe, Furnace and
Cecil. .

It crosses the Nickel
Plate at Latty, and the
Wabash at Cecil.

In the winter of 1882, the

. Ohio Legislature passed
" an act authorizing certain

townships along the line of
the road to vote a bonded
indebtness for aid in the
construction. Among the
townships which voted in
favor of issuing bonds
were Pleasant and Union
in Van Wert county;
Duolin in Mercer county,
Creek in
Paulding county. The
bonds were sold and the

‘money applied in building

the line to Paulding. When
the interest, on these
bonds became due, the
townships trustees acting
under legal advice,
refused payment. The
holders of these bonds
then commenced action to
enforce collection, and the
case drifted along through
various courts.

Judge Jackson of the
United States circuit
court decided in favor of
the bond holders. The

case was finally settled in
January, 1891, by a
decision of the United
States supreme court
declaring the law un-
constitutional wunder

which the bonds were

issued.

About $80,000 of these
bonds were negotiated,
and that amount, together
with the cost of litigation,
was lost by those who
purchased them.

In the summer of 1888,
the American Midland, or
Mahoning Railroad, was
graded through the
southern part of the
county, parallel to the
Nickel Plate, and about
four miles south of it. -

The road was then, like
some of its predecessors,
passed into a quiet sleep
from which it was fully
awakened in the fall of
1891. Two trunk lines pass
through Paulding County
east and west, and the
Mackinac, an excellent
road, cleaves her center
north and south. Upon the
completion  of the
Mahoning road the
villages of Grover Hill
and Mandale were located
upon its line in the county.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
An ice cream social will
be held from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

PO bt O OER

base@@ht. SOUTH MAIN
T gqmjst

h m]ﬁg ice cregnsxg !
pie, cake, hot beef sand-
wiches, hot dogs, cole
slaw, baked beans and hot
and cold drinks.

Proceeds will go to the
church building fund.
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RAILROADS IN THE
WAR AND WHAT
PROPORTION OF
UNITED STATES
TROOPS ."AND
MILITARY - SUPPLIES
WERE MOVED BY RAIL'
IN WORLD WAR II:
More than 97 percent of
all troops and more than
+ 90 percent of all Army
equipment and supplies
and about 90 percent of all
Navy equipment and
supplies were transported
by rail during the war,

From December 1841 to

August 1945 inclusive, a
total “of 113,891 “special
troop trainsy = were
operated for distances
ranging all the way up lo
3,000 miles or more.

In  addition, the
railroads handled an even
greater number of apecial
troop cars in regular
acheduled tralns, The
special Irain movements

Norm's
news

‘REMEMBER WHENTS
By NORM RULMA!

Involved 303,003 coach
trips, 511,285 sleeping car
trips, 142,706 baggage and
kitchen car trips and

193,784 r3frigerator, box,

flat, and ‘gondola car
trips, besides an almost:

equal movemnent of empty .

cars to and from loading
and unloading points.

From December 1, 1941

to the end of-August 1945,
the railroads transported
43,700,000 members of the
United States Army,
Navy, Marines and Coast
Guard In special troop or
hospital trains, or in

special-cars attached- to-

regular trains. °

The average monthly
movement during this
forty-five month period
wns 971,110 troops.

This was more than
twice the average month-
ly movement during
World War I,

The foregolng figures
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their
63 traina
total of 1,350 cars..
-To.move the men and
the. 3,000 vehicles In an
armored division requires
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which travel each train—~

A total of 351,451 em-
ployeés of the railroads,
the Pullman Company

and the Railway Express .

Agency entered military
service up to the end of
World War II — enough to
form 23 army divisions of
15,000 men each,

= Military —railway — bat—

tallons of the Army
Transportation Corps, of
which 856 percent were
American railroad men,
operated rallroads during
the war In England,
French Morocco, Algerin,

Tunisla, Slclly, Itnly,
France, Holland,
Belgium, Luxembourg,
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employees,
fewer locom O
fourth fewer freight cars
and one-third - fewer

passenger cars than they

had in World War 1, the

railroads of the United’
States, each month on the |
average moved about:
twice as ‘many troops,
performed more than

twice as many passenger-

miles of service, moved

more than five times as

much Arpry freight ard
express, tiventy times a%,
much Navy freight for

-overseas destinations and
nearly double as many
ton-miles of freight of all
kinds as they moved in
World War I — and they
performed . this un-
precedented task without
the prolonged delays and
the congestion of the first
World War,

one-third
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EVERY WEEK FOR THE NEXT 3 WEEKS...




