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BRIEF HISTORY of the old M. E. CHURCH, and its Members
The Church Forty Years Ago

HMethodism in Northwtagerniﬁhla
{This article was printed in the paper Sept.T, 1899)

As announced last week the Argus promised its readers a brief
histor; of the Antwerp old M. E. ehurch, and we here give it to
you ag it comes from the old records, R .

It 18 the duty of the ministers in charge of the cireuit, or
station, to keep a correct account or history of hie work, and
the proceedingze, ineidents and doings of the etatlon. This never
wae attended to within the Antwerp society and $te limite until in
1871, and therefore has lost much of its past history, dating back
to'léﬁo, the year of bullding the M.E. chureh in Antwerp. There
are many items of interest that we are unsble %o chronicle.,

The Blshop at the last conference in 1871, held at Kenton,
Ohio, wes pleased to meke an appolntment for this place, and from
1860 to 1871 there was no particuler records kept of the doings of
the M. E. society. It was almost impossible to go back and eollect
past events,but the organization eoncluded to do Ghe best they
eould under existing ¢ircumetances, and knowing the genius of their
old friend, Dr. John Lineoln, who had lived in this country thirty
Jears or more then, decided on having him give a history of eariy
Methodism in Antwerp end vieinity.

He relates it ag follows: ' _

"I came to Antwerp in 1842 and not having kept a record of past
evenis, the following embrsces only such items as I now recollect:

There were but two appointmente at that time in what is now

the townships of Carryall and Crane. One was ot William Banks, about
two miles below Antwerp, The farm is now owned by Thomas J, Banks.

- The other was the widow Murphy's, now the residense of

~ Murphy sbout two miles weet of Antwerp, both week day avpointments.,

iniel

.- The first preacher of whom I have any recollection was Richard
Bigge, who travelled what wag then known as the old Defiance Mission.
This I believe extended as far east as Napoleon, Nerth to Evansport
up the Auglaize river about eight miles, socuth of whet is the town

Of Junotion, and up the Maumee ™¥er to the Indisna state line,

and I believe it also embraced Ayresville, about six milee north
of Peflance, preaching from one tc three times, nearly every day in
the week, and when not preaching, compelled to ride frequently

long distances to resch their appointmente, and receiving but a
very meagre support.

: The next preacher was John o. EKalb, who travelled the ecircuit
in 1843-44. Reve. MeNabb ang Johnson in 1844.45, Rev, W. W. Winstep~
and R.R, Gunn in 1845-46; Rev. Mower in 1846047; nev, w.s, Lunt in
1847-48: ami slso the following conference yesrs 1848-49. Brother
Lunt hzed been a practicing physician whose practice wes worth to
him between elght and ten hundred dollers per year, end received
for his present year's services on the old Defisnce miseion about
three hundred dollars. ' i

The next preachers wore Henry Chapman aznd L.%. Ocker, who
iravelled the eircult in 1849-50,

They orgenized the first Boclety in Antwerp, Nov. 1849. It
Conslcted of ten mepbera, nemely George H. Ashley and Ann Ashley,
hig wife; @hristian Runion and Nancy, his wife; Robert Murphy and
his wife; Dantel Murphy and Hannah, his wife, both young, and

myself (John Lincoln) and wife. Robert Murphy was appointed
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leader of the little band &nd George H. Ashley, Stewsrd, The
appointmente of William Benks' and a2t the widow Murphy's were
dropped, and the first regular Sebbath preaching every two weeks,

‘wag held in Antwerp.

The next preachers were Thomes Parker and Rev. Frownfetter,
who travelle the circuit in 1850-51. I was then appointed leader
in Merch 1851, which office I held ten years and until 1 left
Antwerp in 1861. The next two preachers were Benjamin Herbut and
Rev. Vertican in 1851-51%; the next, Henry warner and Henry L.
Nickerson. Antwerp, this year was sttached to Bryan cirouit.

They traevelled the Bryan Cireuit in 1853254, fhe following yeer
Antwerp was sgain attached to Defilance circuit, I.2.ALbright
travelled thie circuit in 1854-55,

The conference in the fall of 1855 divided the 0ld Defisnce
Miseion and orgenized Paulding Mission. Thie embreced Ayersville,
2ll of Paulding county and Defience township in Deflance county .
The first prescher on Paulding wission wag Joeeph Shannon, who
travelled it{ in 1855-55. fThe next year 1856-57 was Rev, E.G.
Longaworth and John Driddy. The next wes Moses B. Hubbard snd
Josiah Adame in 1857-58. gJosiah Adams and Henry Boyer wem ap-
pointed for 1858-59, :

In 1859 Josiah Adems eslled the first meeting to take into
gongideration the building of & meeting house in Antwerp. Pwo
Hundred snd fifty dollars were raised at the meeting. A board
of Trustees wag eppointedeonsisting of W.N. Snook, Joel Bruning,
®. H. Agshley, Jonathan D.Phillips, Christ Runion and myself,

: Among the numerous objectlione urged against the measure

was that there wee not money enough in the country at that time
t0 build a meeting house, for it was as much as every person
could do to provide for themselves, the common necesgities of
life. The sesgon previous, one of the highest freshets thaet had
been known in the gountry, had destroyed all the erops on the
river. A subseription of upwards of §500 wes ratsed that epring,
together with §90 donsted by the Lodlies' Sewing society of
Antwerp, which enebled the trustees to put the house under cm«
tract the seme year. 4.H.Boland took the contraet to enslose .
the church building for the sum of §600, furnish all tre material
for the above amount. The house wes finally finlshed under the
administration ofRev.David Bulle in the fell of 1860, and dedicated
to service of Almighty God by Rev.Maxwell D.gaddis of the Cin-
cinnati cenference. The lot on which the house stands was donated
to the society by the liberality of Mr. w.y.Snook.

The next preschers were D.Bulle, and J.¢.Miller in 1859-60-61.
The conference in the falloof 1861 @ivided Antwerp Miselion into
three distinet oircuits ~=Ayersville, Junetion and Antwerp circuits.
The first preacher on Antwerp eircult wae John T ,Bower, a young
man. He travelled this work in 1861-62-63, He received for his
Tiret year's support: 4200, The second year he received £225., He
wes married the second yesr to Mise Rachel Winnings of ¥iami
County, Ohio. The next preascher was Revy, E.J .Longsworth, who
travelled the circult in 1864, whose salary was $457.00. The next
preacher wae Rev. B.L.Rowand, from 185456, The next - Joshua A.
Smith froml866-67. The next minister was I.W.Miller, two years,
from 1867-58, to the fell of 1869. The next was T.Wesler Hill in
1869970, Next was Henry E.Chapma~, sppointed to this worlk by hisg
Presiding Elder, Elnathan C.Gavitt in 1870-71.

This brings the record to & close in 1871, (september) up to
your time, the services of the present yesr. I have gilven you
Such facte in the history of Methodism in this eommunity, during
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the past toirty years, o4 they have coue to my mind, and observa-
tions in the past. A laerge majority of the preachers were young
mén, Just commencing their ministerial lasbors, generally only a
common English education, yet by close application to their
studies and their ministry, some of them rose to the nighest
poeitions in the conference. 1 recollect &nd call to uind many
pleasing ineldents connected with the itinerant; and his lakbors

of olden times, as they made their regular visite to this ¢ ommunity
on horseback, with hie usual outfit of a psir of saddle bags
§ contalning usually & Bible =nd hymn book, and such other books as
thelr conference has prescribed for thelr yesrBs courge of study .
| In regard to the emount of lsbor they verformed, Tacmes
Perker informed me when he trsvelled the old pefisnce Mission,

thet hefras ensbled to spend from fhree to four days with his family
at Befiance every two weeks, the balance of the time wae spent
el ther in presching or else on horseback in resching dlstant ap-
pointments, and compclled at the same time &o Beep up with his
preseribed course of study."
: -=John Lincoln.

Today, Sept.7, 1899, the old H.E.Church is still used as a
houss of worghip, but a2 few weecks ago 1t was removed 4o alot on
Qawalt street, and ¥ithin a few short months the old historical
ground that it etood on will be graced with & hendsome new
church. Many old members and citizens recollest the erectlon of
the schurch in 1860. :

Qev.W.S.Philpott, the present minlater of the church, hsas
held the Antwerp charge for the past five yesrs, and has done
much good in thie community. He will leave Antwerp soon to take
up his dutles in ancther locality. Rev.Phllpott 18 a splendid
citizen and & hard worker in the cause of Christianity. He will

be crestly missed by the good eitizens of Antwerp and departs from
here leaving hundreds &F friends.
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PIOREER LETTER

T,%.LINCOLYN, a former Antwerp resident, now of Californiea,
' Writee The Bee Argus on Interesting Lotter.

Long Beash, Caelifornia,
Edltor Bee: -- T have been highly gratified =t receivéng copies of

| the Bee recently thru the courtesy of eousin Doering end yourself.

{ It comes like tihe cheering ocean breezes on & hot day. I had not

f quite forgotten the old time town, but the yesrs have been so full

| and have gone so rapildly tnet I heve not tezen time to think,

| More than & quskter of & century has pasced gince I tanned my face

{ towerd the settirg sun, and here I am on the Berge of the continent

{ and on the shore of the Western ¢e&, now ldoking by faith on as on

{ to tae orystal sea beyond. In your cslumns I Pind many familisr

| namee that take me baek to my boyhood and bring & vivid sense of

1 the old home feellng. Last week I wes urrying to cateh the ferry

jat Ban Yedru Lo cross the bay, when I was nalted and found Joe

1 Perker a former Hicksvills boy, &nd with him were Mr.¥ Wra. John

| Maosworth of Hleieville. In f2lking of the sld home, the nemes

| of Baniel Hurphy end Zeil Burley were mentioned as naving died

| slnce ¥r. Alnsvorth hed left home,and he remarked thet these were

‘damon®k the last of the ocld plonsers of Cerryall townshiv. ¥y in-

| terest was awakened and on resching home I asnted up an old disry

it which my father began the day of hig marriarze to my mother. He

i wae then a practieing physician in Antwerp.This was begun in 1844 znd
ended in 1343 the ay of the birth of his oldest son, the writer.

jIn this record I find the names of Danlel uurphy snd Zeil Burley.

i Othera mentioned were "Unele ‘Billy" Bankg, "Uncle Ike™ Woodcox,

{SBaulre Deggett, Gensrsl Curtis, Yllson, John ard Nelson Snook,

H:A.Shaifer,%ob rt furshy ,Dr. Toodeick,Uncle Nirum Strout,Ben Went-

{worth, N.saylor, Evan S@lmpson,Jos.Doering, R.V.3purrier, N.€hirley,

1G+ Platter, 8.8wlgher, hk.Pariezr,D.Bdgsar, R.2%.Chaaplon andi others.

{All of these were among the first gattlers of Carryall Townegnlip,

{and along the Maumee in Indiana. It was then 2 wilderness and

| Bwamp, where only shekes £2d snakes were its chier cheracteristion.

1But there wers aleo sguirrels and alekory nute, wild blaekberrios

- 48nd maple suger, wild turkeys, coons, wild deer, bee trees, and
jthe nundred other luxuries of the olden time not known to the

{Jounger gensratlion. I well remember the old leg echool houmse on
the hill where the Gordon Bors.d Co. block now stands; and the

Christmas day when we barred the £chool nester out to meke him

(treat. We tuen hed tne old blueback wesiern spelling book, zlsb

jgeete and quill pens. They were good old daye then, though days
of hardships &nd privation. But with the elmple wants came pescs

{ end contentment. ‘

- Some of the sketches in father'a diary mey be of intevest

and T will give ' hem in brief:

Q "Nov. 20,1844 -~ Wee the Gey united in marriege to Herriet
Wentworth, Living in Harpvison townshlp on the Flat Reck or Gro-ked

C#88k. Horrigon township ¢ontaing but five families.

Nov, 22 -~ Returned to Antwerp to finish ay log esbin, It

i Bullt of round locs newed on tao inglde. Dimenciong 15 x 20

feet, one story hish, three windows and one door.

Dec, 4 o Brought Harriet over on norsebacik and commanced

housek-eptne.

Dec? 10. -~ ‘Thomas Daniel snd Obed Wenkworth espent the night

With ue. They are going to the Tarie- de-0'Laremle and commence a
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farg. R.S.Champlon is the only femily tnere now or betwesen the
Maumee and Hicksville. Antwerp contailng one store, one tavern,
two log cablins, one hewed laz house Jolning the town plst, one
frame nouse near the tevera. Another one Pourth of a mile north
of town., ost of the town pletl is covered with timber, "
Passing over geveral months of the record, on June 18%, is
i@iven a description of the old "pixe” from the Maumee to Hiecksville
-="mostly faile and logs twelve fest lonz, olaced closn togethep
ené govared with earth thrown out of s diteh on each side six feet
wide and two fset deep, the stuwps cut down -ievel with the ground.
|- Expense of bullding the read: $1.25 a vod, The popualation »f
Paulding count; is 1304,
dune 5 -« areat freshet in WMeumes river, the highest ever
known. An sged Indlen chief in Ford Wayne aays that 1t le 18 in-
e¢hes hicher than he hed aver sesn it, Wiver now supposed to be
20 foet sbove the commsn lovel." Prom this record I alen leesrn
that our one room log cebin with its stick fire place ami chimney,
wee ther the meeting nouse of the town, when the Methodist eirenit
ride and the Preshyterian Misslonery found egusl cordial welcome
end & nome., The record gives the names and sermon sketchen of
some - of the. Gathered there for weeskly worship would come Robert
and Danlel Murphy,Uncle Billy Bankse,¥ileon Saook, Geo.Ashley and
others vith thelr families,finding comfort snd joy tn gdhe ell
suffielent grece, The sermons were doectirined chiefly on "nergever-
ance of the sainte” and "free grace", but all Presbyteriang and
Methodists esgreeing on the essentlels of the etonement and of
divine love for the sinner, OPten I find nyself longing for the
simple life of the old days as I knew them and to zet awsy from
the rushing, nerve~vacking, soul-~blinding and unsymoathielng time
in which we now 1ive, It would be refreshing to see again the
“Daggett girls®, or reverently to =it under the spell of the pra-
yers of "Mother Fisuer™ or run ovor to "A nt Sally Woodeox" on.an
errand. They wer: good days then,but have passed with the pegsing
of the years and the chenges tqst these bring to all.
May I 8dd a word personal? In 1878 I left homwe for the Wept.I
#pent, seven years in miseion work and where I was merried.Then to
Callifornia where I heve preached the word for eighteen years Having
long passed the preecher's deed line snd health not the best,I have
Buperamiusted and gone into the eagy vwork of & newspeper men.I have
a good home in Long Reach,the most delightful and enterprising
1ittle ety of 20,000 people to bs f£-und in fmerica.l sm well pen-
Sioned for 1life by the ¢ ureh and Uncle Sem.Two chiidren are left
Lo me here while two are 2t nome with their precioig mamma on the
Other side.Sister Lizzie livee in Los Angeles end cisier Jennie s
devoting her 1ife Lo my children
Though so fer from Qhlo I do not forget the old home, We
nhave an Ohio Assocletion whicn meete regulsrly every month, when
Wwe find great ~leacure in renewlng o0ld memories.

i T- w. LJ:“’;C"W_;’\’
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BARLY HISTORY OF PAULDINY AND PAULDING COUNTY

With the view of making 1t the leading town of the locality
end eventuelly the county seat, George Marsh purchaged a blodk of
Land et the site and in 1850 lald outl the village of Paulding,
the survey being mede by Ezera J.8mith. s

The first postmaster when the postoffice wes established was
D.Hickersgon, the business center belng bulilt sround the public
| mauere. Isecac Richardson bullt the firet freme structure in Pauld-
ng which became the Exchange Hotel. -

: Peulding was incorporated April 12,1873, and AMH.Bheidon was
§ the first mayor. -

Paulding was one of 14 counties formed by the Legielature

April 1, 1820, from Northwestera Onlo Iadlan Lands and for

Judicial nurpeoses was atteachsd 4o Willlams Oounty which then in-
| eluded Deflance and where was localed the county seat,

Paulding County was glven ite owa government in 1839, the
county seat was located at New Rochesier, a villsge laid out on
the south oank of the Maumes River about one mile north of Ceeil.

1Iwo years later the sounty seat was moved to Charloe, establisghed
by Benjemin Hollistar especislly for the sesst of sounty
government.

- .

New Roehceber never hed a courthouse and the only term of

| eourt there was held ovor the log smiore of gen. H,¥. Curtis. :

{1 In order to nrocurs the county seat for charloe, Charles Holllisgter

| bullt a2 brick eourthouse, 30 by 40 feet, two stories. J

; Then in 1852 when Peulding becsme the county sest z meagor
sourthouse wag bullt. It burned in 1868, & other bullding

| consiracted which was replaced by the prsent courthouse in 1888.

4 Paulding County is nened for John Peulding, one of the captors
{ of dajor Andre, Var of the Revolutlion.




